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When we were handed the task 
of being the first (and maybe 
the last) student editors of the 
long-standing Leopard Magazine, 
none of the team expected such 
a sense of nostalgia, as we 
accumulated articles from every 
facet of school life. 
We would like to thank all the staff and students 
for their efficiency and cooperation in handing in 
articles to short deadlines, thus making our job 
much more simple and enjoyable . The division 
of roles within the editorial committee reflected 
each individual’s experience at Skinners’ and 
how our passions have been sculpted both 
inside and outside the classroom; the magazine 
is therefore a fitting way to give back to a 
community that has given us so much . 

A Note from the Editors

Our time at school can occasionally feel insular, 
going from classroom to classroom and school 
to home: we can exist in a bubble . Bringing 
together the Leopard Magazine has made us 
aware of just how cohesive the school really 
is . From the rehearsal rooms in the Music 
Department to the Sports Hall, Skinners’ boys 
throughout the school are nurturing talents they 
will take forward to whatever they do in the 
future . It has been a pleasure for us to witness 
this in our final year here .

www.skinners-school.co.uk2

Harry Straw
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James Woodroofe
Sam Colman
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Some old timers and big hitters left us last year . 
Mike Taylor retired again, Jenny Jung retired 
again, Denise Tourle has moved to Deal, Lindsey 
Wilson semi-retired, James Walters and Kim 
Allen are now playing management roles at 
Beechwood Sacred Heart, Eli Lawless and Pete 
Basham are enjoying burgeoning acting careers, 
Matt Morrison has returned to the USA and Matt 
Flower finds himself in north London at Merchant 
Taylors’ . 115 years spent at Skinners’  between 
them and the full range from Mike Taylor’s 40 
years’ of devotion to the Skinners’ cause to 
Matt Morrison’s two years of outstanding and 
inspirational teaching; what they all have in 
common is that they all left their indelible mark 
on this community and I thank them for that . 

A warm welcome
And welcome to their replacements . Kevin 
O’Brien as Head of Religion and Philosophy, 
Jacqui Charvat and Charlotte Schillinger in 
the History department, Chris Walton and Tom 
Lawson in the Maths department, Clive Bullivant 
and Jim McDonnell in the DT department, Helen 
Kirk in the Drama department, and Gabriel 
Thallon in the Music department . All have had 
an immediate and positive impact: I always think 
that one of the beauties of schools is that they 
live emphatically in the present and they move 
on fast – the past becomes the past very quickly . 

Our Chairman of Governors, John Moore-
Bick has held that role for eight years and has 
overseen considerable change and considerable 
progress . His tenure has been one of significant 
service to our community . As a distinguished 
old boy of the school, John embodies what the 
school is about: it is an institution that makes a 
difference to its pupils, and that allows them to 
make their own mark on the world . As a Major-
General in the British army and the brother of 
a vice-president of the Court of Appeal (both of 

Overview of the year – 
Headmaster’s report to Skinners’ Day

them Old Skinners), they remind me a little of 
Sherlock and Mycroft Holmes, though I cannot 
quite explain why), the Moore-Bicks are living 
proof of the social benefit of grammar schools .

A dim view!
But what of today’s generation of Skinners? One 
grumpy old man, said this to me recently:

“School children are like normal children, only 
psychotic . They are armed, dangerous, violent, 
rude, unkempt and obsessed with smoking 
behind bike sheds . There can be no greater 
displeasure than that of getting on a bus and 
discovering it full of school kids on their way 
home . Hear the level of wit,” he continued, 
“sink to the earth’s core . Observe violence 
at its rawest . Listen as middle class kiddies 
affect, with little competence, the dialects of 

Edward Wesson, Headmaster
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gangsta rapper and Yardies . Blush at sexually 
explicit language that would cause a pimp to 
curl up and die . And that is just the girls…”

Not I hasten to add, a resident of Tunbridge Wells .

Exceptional challenges
Now this is not a school that never has problems 
on the buses . We are a school where banter 
is too often regarded as good clean fun, when 
it isn’t . We do have our share of boys who 
are reluctant to do enough work . But what is 
refreshing about Skinners’ is the overall spirit 
of mutual support, the openness of the pupils 
and a general lack of arrogance . There is a 
willingness to help and an understanding of 
service that is reassuring . And I do actually 
receive letters from random members of the 
public stating how impressed they have been by 
the boys on the buses . 

But do these commendable qualities give 
Skinners’ boys the opportunity to achieve high 
rank in the army, the legal service, the city, the 
media or indeed in whatever they want to do?

Well, I think that they do help, but the challenge 
of preparing children for adulthood is not small . 
School pupils these days face exceptional 
challenges .

One challenge is the mayhem being wrought 
on our exam system . Pupils facing GCSEs and 
A levels over the next few years virtually need 
a GCSE in the English exam system in order to 
understand them . More content driven GCSEs, a 
phased switch from modular to linear A levels, 
the probable demise of the AS level: all of this 
complicates matters . 

So schools, and their pupils, need to be quick 
on their feet, much like our vaunted 1st XV back 
line . The best way to do that is to keep breadth 
and depth . Skinners’ is a Science, Maths and 

Computing specialist school . I am not sure I 
really know what that means . Certainly our 
reputation in science, maths and computing 
is considerable and our academic results in 
those areas are superb . The school’s approach 
to STEM as a concept of linking science, 
technology and Maths into a practical whole is 
also of huge value to our pupils . 

Some very obvious benefits are being felt: 
Skinners’ entered the Vex Robotics Competition 
for the first time last year using our two new 
robots, and it was pleasing to note that our robots 
came 1st and 3rd . We continue to dominate 
the Kent Teen Tech competitions . There is a 
growing list of Smallpeice Trust STEM university 
placements being undertaken by Skinners’ boys 
from Year 9 upwards, and Year 8 are now invited 
to take part, and we now have our first home 
grown Arkwright scholar in Lukas Ratcliffe . 

But, and this is my point, results are outstanding 
elsewhere as well: Art was the highest 
performing department at GCSE this year . 
Cormac Jackson scored 100% in both of his A 
level Economics papers, an unprecedented feat, 
whilst Matt Ford’s 97% over AS and A2 was a 
record high mark . The genuine intellectual cut 
and thrust being observed in English Literature 
A level lessons at the moment is extraordinarily 
rich . Geography, just ahead of Engineering, 
is once again the most popular university 
destination for our leavers . 

And I sometimes think that it is those who study 
Drama who are the lucky ones, exploring more 
than most what it is to be human, what it is to 
work in a team and how to examine one’s own 
inner depths . The sheer range of Drama, from 
the set piece senior play Our Country’s Good 
last January through to the 6th form’s own 
production company, Gooms, with their debut 
performance of Ellie Hickson’s hard hitting play 
Boys earlier this autumn, is a pleasure to see .

Overview of the year continued 
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So I am not sure we are a specialist school: 
excellence should be our catchword throughout .

By that benchmark our A level results were good 
but not that good, whilst our GCSE results were 
wonderful: hitting 76% of grades A* or A was 
an outstanding collective achievement by Year 
11 and their teachers . Within those results were 
many triumphs . But it is useful to look behind 
the results and recognise further the Year 11 
pupil who coped with bereavement to turn in 10 
A*s, the Year 13 student who coped with virtual 
homelessness as a sixth former to achieve 

two Bs and a C . Every set of results tells an 
individual story and if all of them can look you 
in the eye and say that they did their very best, 
then we can ask no more . We can ask more of 
those who do not give their very best, and it is 
our job to minimise that number . 

Mental and physical agility
When considering breadth of achievement, we 
ask the boys to consider widening their remit 
of activities . Response: virtually all of Year 10 
have signed up to the revived Duke of Edinburgh 
award scheme; we now have a chess team; Ben 
Colley’s retention of his Kent Young Chef of the 
Year title last year was followed by five pupils 
reaching the 2014 final, out of eight finalists . Jack 
Watson from Year 7 duly won the junior section .

The world of debating expands . We have thriving 
debating groups, a wide range of mock trial 
activities, and our Model United Nations team 
came 2nd at the Benenden competition . And in the 
Harvard MUN, a Skinners’ delegation travelled to 
the US for the premier competition in the world 
and performed exceptionally well, James Miller 
winning a Best Delegate award, the first British 
student to do so . This is an exciting area of school 
life and it is important too – the development of 
mental agility and nimbleness being a critical skill 
for the next generation of leaders . 

Of course, in case you didn’t know it, this is also 
a school where sport matters; It is great to see 
such widespread participation in competitive 
sport at Skinners’ . In Years 7-11 an average 
of 70% of the pupils are currently involved in 
matches for the school: sport for all as well as 
elite sport . In the autumn term over 35 teams 
play a huge number of matches in (chiefly) 
rugby, but also football, badminton, basketball, 
cross-country running, and table tennis .

Ben Colley, Young Chef of the Year 2013.

Overview of the year continued 
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Sporting excellence
Our rugby fixture list has become increasingly 
competitive – this year the opening weeks 
involved block fixtures against KCS Wimbledon, 
Whitgift, Cranleigh and Judd – but with a 
win-loss ratio that approaches 60%, it is also 
demonstrably well-balanced . Last year’s team 
of the season was the U13 XV with 10 wins 
and a cup run that took them to the last 16 in 
the national knockout . The highlights of the 
sevens season were the triumphs of both the 
1st and U16 VIIs in the St Olave’s 7s . The 1st VII 
then topped their group in the Rosslyn Park 7s 
before going out to the eventual finalists . The 
1st XV are the star turn so far this year with 9 
wins from 11 matches . Extraordinarily, five of 
the back line – Will Billing, Laurence Thresher, 
Will Corrie, Ruari Irwin and Max Douch – were 
selected for the Kent U18 squad earlier this term . 
Congratulations to the U16 team for seizing the 
Sixes and Sevens trophy with a resounding 
victory under lights at Merchant Taylors’ . 

We should also celebrate our U13 Basketball 
team, winners of the West Kent League, with 
7 wins in 7 games, our Shooting team, league 
champions last year, the junior boys’ athletics 
team, winners of the regional B final at Guildford 
with a points score which would have been 
sufficient to gain them a top 10 finish in the 
National finals, our U14 cricket team, county 
champions, and our 1st XI cricket team, played 
8 won 7, winners of the regional league and 
victors for the second year running over MCC . 

In cross-country running, James Puxty 
represented England in March and finished 26th 
in the Home Countries International, and the 
U15 team came 5th in the national cross-county 
finals . 

In Taekwondo, Tom Davies represented GB in 
the European Championships last Easter . In 

Tennis Zac Brockman and Clarke Smith duly 
reached Wimbledon in the Road to Wimbledon 
challenge . Daniel Thorne-Large, was selected 
as part of the British team of 8 boys to compete 
in the Laser 4 .7 European Championships in 
Norway at the end of July . And David Fullbrook, 
a fine decathlete, was awarded the Victor 
Ludorum as a Year 8 at the summer Sports 
Awards .

Hopes for Hockey
In Hockey, Oli Woodcock plays for the South East 
of England, whilst James Barnaby is captain of 
Kent and the Regional U16 . Harry Kooiman and 
Eoin Robinson are in the south-east U14 team . 
Our hope to promote hockey as a mainstream 
sport further underpins our bid to have an 
astroturf hockey pitch at Southfields, something 
that has received much press recently, not all 
of it friendly . Conor Hutchinson represents the 
South East of England in Underwater Hockey .

Sport is of course a passport to a professional 
life these days . In that context we will watch 
with interest the progress of Will Edwards, who 

Isaac Hooper in action for the 1st XI.

Overview of the year continued 
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completed his A levels in the summer and has 
a professional contract with Saracens, whilst 
Harry Sloan, who completed his A levels in 
2012 has now won the Junior World Cup with 
England for two years in a row and has made his 
premiership debut with Harlequins . 

The CCF continues to be just about the best 
there is . The Biennial inspection was a triumph, 
showcasing a large contingent whose cadets are 
professional, energetic and intent on enjoying 
themselves . At the annual camp at Penally in 
South Wales, Skinners’ contingent won awards 
as Best at Drill, Best on Exercise and Best at 
Navigation . As Sergeant Wayne Preston, our SSI 
who moved on this October, reported, “We were 
the bee’s knees .”

I was very interested to read a Camp update in 
the Leopard: 

“Get your hair cut,” it states . “The war office 
criticisms of last year’s camp state: ‘Many 
cadets fail to recognise that long hair is not only 
unmilitary, it is dirty .’ So avaunt ye Absoloms!” 
This was from the Leopard of July 1912 .

Back to 2014 . In late June, Charlie Alford 
successfully completed an RAF Flying 
Scholarship, whilst in the same month James 
Woodroofe and Max Douch were invited 
to Number 10 Downing Street in order to 
explain the value of the CCF in state schools 
to the Prime Minister, as part of the Cadet 
Expansion Programme . James, who is this 
year’s Regimental Sergeant Major, is also the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Kent’s Cadet of the Year . He 
received his award in September . At the same 
awards ceremony, Tony Holding received a 
meritorious award for decades of service to the 
school’s CCF . If you include the time he spent 
at the school as a pupil himself, that record of 
unstinting service goes back some 60 years .

So after all this, what is the core of the Skinners’ 
education?  What is our specialism? It is of course 
all of the above . I look back to the Skinners’ Day 
address of the Reverend Frederick Knott, our first 
Headmaster, in the early part of the C20th:

“The school”, he said, “was not to be regarded 
as a place where many lessons were stuffed into 
the boys’ brains . It was a place where character 
was formed; where they leaned to associate 
with friends, and where they learned to be in 
sympathy with their thoughts and ideas . It was a 
preparation for a greater life .”

Well, actually we do stuff lessons into the boys’ 
brains, though I like to think we do it more 
sympathetically and with greater involvement 
from the boys themselves that than is suggested 
by the Reverend Knott . We need to do that . 
The stakes in education just seem to be getting 
higher by the year . 

Meanwhile, we have to be willing for our pupils 
to take risks, to fail occasionally and learn from 
failure as well as how to take it with good grace . 
That is part of Frederick Knott’s preparation for 
a greater life . We need to teach pupils to forge 
strong relationships, to understand their place in 
society, to take personal responsibility for what 
they do and, critically, to realise just what they 
can achieve . Some of our pupils don’t know how 
talented they are . 

So that is our real specialism: to provide a 
preparation for a greater life through academic 
excellence along with a breadth of experience 
that nurtures flexibility, character and strong 
values . If we do that, then we deserve to be 
playing a leading role in the education of 
generations of pupils from the Kent and Sussex 
borders and in so doing, we will continue 
to honour the principles that underpin the 
Skinners’ Company itself . 

Overview of the year continued 
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Matt Flower
Matt Flower joined Skinners’ in September 2010, 
a fresh faced and newly qualified teacher of 
History (on his interview day at Skinners’ Craig 
Fleming told him to tuck his shirt in…) . In his 
four short years here, Matt proved what you 
can achieve in a short space of time . A superb 
and popular teacher, a great hockey coach and, 
since 2012, an excellent Head of Year whose 
charges he shared a journey with for two years 
completed their GCSEs with record results . In 
addition to being an exceptional player and 
coach of hockey, Matt coached rugby and 
cricket, participated willingly in a range of trips 
from the German exchange to World Challenge 
(he final contribution was to travel to Ecuador 
with this year’s World Challenge trekkers) and 
led a number of history trips with immaculate 
style and organisation: those who travelled to 
Ypres, Berlin or Krakow have Matt to thank for 
that part of their education . He has travelled 
now to the dark side of the independent sector, 
where he will assuredly go down a bomb, but he 
swears to return, and we look forward to that .

Matt Morrison 
Matt Morrison only spent two years at Skinners’, 
arriving in September 2012 . But such has been 
his contribution that he might have been here 
for many more . Matt leaves a bit of his beating 
heart at Skinners’ and as he returns to the US, 
he takes a bit of the heart of this school with 
him . Has there been a teacher better prepared 
for lessons, or one so devoted to making the 
experience in the classroom as enjoyable, 
interesting and educational in the widest 
sense of the word? Matt teaches History and 
Economics with equal skill and anyone who 
has been taught by him or travelled on school 
trips with him will recognise a man of rare 

Farewells 

humanity and wisdom . As a Staff Governor, he 
has been appreciated for his perspective and 
wise counsel . His return to the US is a loss for 
Skinners’ and a loss for the UK frankly, but we 
wish him well and eagerly await his return!

Jenny Jung
Jenny came to Skinners’ in September 2007 as 
a teacher of Mathematics: her expertise was 
probably unrivalled in that department (no mean 
statement), such that when she tried to retire, 
she was not allowed to, completing a final year 
as a part-time teacher . She has now finally and 
deservedly got her wish to enjoy the residual 
benefits of her career in teaching and we wish 
her well for a long and happy retirement with 
her garden and her grandchildren . 

Mike Taylor
The career of Mike Taylor has been much 
chronicled as this is not his first retirement . This 
is a giant of the school’s history – September 
1973 Teacher of PE, September 1981 Teacher of 
Mathematics, January 1993  Head of Careers, 
Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator, April 1996  
Head of Year, September 1996  Staff Governor, 
September 1998  Staff Mentor, February 2001  
Assistant Headteacher, September 2002  Head of 
Art . Over 40 years of devotion to the Skinners’ 
family, to the Skinners’ cause: generations of 
pupils here have much to thank Mike Taylor for . 
He has not really departed of course: he is still 
running U16B rugby and helping with drama 
productions and art exhibitions . And when he 
comes back to work here again perhaps it will be 
to teach Science: Mike has a degree in Physics!

www.skinners-school.co.uk8
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Eli Lawless & Pete Basham
Eli Lawless taught Drama and some English at 
Skinners’ from 2009 . Her outstanding teaching 
was integral to the success of drama at the 
school . She is now pursuing a career in comedy 
and acting and I sense that we need to look out 
for her name in the future . We also need to look 
out for the name of Pete Basham, her husband . 
He also is embarking on a full-time acting 
career but he too has made a significant mark 
on the drama at this school . Few will forget his 
production of Henry V two years ago . 

Denise Tourle
Denise had a varied career at Skinners’ . At 
various times Librarian, Staff Governor, Careers 
Co-ordinator, School Trips Co-ordinator, Year 7 
Admissions Support, and Finance Officer, Denise 
knows better than any how this school works . 
She has taken many thousands of pounds 
in payment for school trips, but the debt we 
owe her is enormous: her organisation, high 
standards, blunt and trenchant advice have 
been of inestimable benefit to pupils, staff and 
parents . Pupils may think they can make more 
noise outside the Library now, but believe me, 
Denise may have moved to semi-retirement in 
Deal but she will still be watching them…

Lindsey Wilson 
Lindsey Wilson became Head of Religious 
Studies at Skinners’ in 2003 . In addition in April 
2008 she became Deputy Head of Sixth Form . 
Lindsey’s life experiences are remarkable…
fitness instructor, interior designer, full time 
mother . . .and teacher supreme . She thus brought 
that crucial sense of perspective, of rigour, of 
style to this school for 11 years, the longest I 
believe that she has done one job: Skinners’ is 

significantly richer for the fact that she spent so 
much time with us . The RS department, where 
results have remained amongst the best in the 
school, and the Sixth Form benefited hugely 
from her time with them, but so has the whole 
school . Lindsey moves on to the next chapter, 
supporting a family business and happily 
continues to come to school to take charge of 
staff fitness sessions . 

Edward Wesson

Kim Allen
The 17 years that Kim Allen spent at Skinners’ 
saw significant change, much of it shaped by 
her . In that time she was first and foremost a 
superb maths teacher, with equal facility to get 
bottom set as well as further mathematicians 
moving at pace . 

At Skinners’ we have known Kim as the minibus 
guru, the SEN maestro, the timetable wizard and 
the crossword buff . Over and above this she is, 
of course, a Mathematical genius .  A selection 
of sixth formers in her final week at the school 
described her as ‘the saviour of my Maths 
A-Level’, ‘supportive’, ‘patient’, a ‘superb Maths 
teacher’, ‘inspirational’, and ‘lovely’ . Indeed, 
one sixth former was so overcome that he 
apparently lost his trousers in her lesson . 

How has Kim managed so much at Skinners’? 
I have a suspicion it is the copious cans of diet 
coke that keep her going . And she has also 
found time to complete her Masters in sums .

Despite obvious character flaws, as a Chelsea 
supporter and a closet Eurovision fan, Kim’s 
impact on the school has been profound .  Not 
only has she done a splendid job in scheduling 
the timetable – a thankless task at the best of 
times – she has run a department that this year 
has 100 students starting AS-Level . The Maths 
department has gone from strength to strength 

9www.skinners-school.co.uk
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under her leadership and through the quality of 
her work in the classroom . 

As a colleague Kim is always cheerful, she is 
full of creative solutions to all sorts of issues 
and her advice is always sensible and practical . 
When she has had a glass or two of Merlot the 
rapidity of her chatter is breath-taking, but there 
is always wisdom and common sense .

James Walters
James Walters became Head of DT and STEM 
in September 2009 . He joined Skinners’ when 
the DT department was at a low point .  His 
commitment, energy and vision have seen the 
development of the STEM curriculum, circular 
economy, and links with the prestigious Ellen 
McArthur Foundation . We have pupils who 
look forward to their lessons, make high quality 
products and attain great success through the 
Arkwright Scholars scheme and Smallpeice 
Trust engineering placements . Exam results 
have started to reflect this and the department is 
now heading for a stellar future . Not because he 
is going, but because of his ground work . 

James is an unusual man .  Anyone who has 
listened to his plans for a Waltersworld theme 
park will agree . He is the only person, apart from 
Postman Pat, who says ‘cheerio’ . In some ways, 
he should have been born 150 years ago as I am 
sure he would have been very much at home in 
Victorian times with the steam, the coal and the 
noise of metal bashing .

He is also above all a family man and it is for 
both professional and family reasons that he 
has decided it is time to move on . We wish him 
every success for the future, and at Beechwood, 
and reiterate our thanks for all he has done at 
Skinners’ .

Roger Bee

Reflections on Skinners’
Skinners’ has been very good to me, ever since I 
first passed through its gates as a supply teacher 
in 2008 . It is a melting pot of what every good 
school should be: artists, dreamers, boffins, 
jocks – and that’s just the staff . 

What stands out most however is the heart of 
the school; the support, the good humour, the 
individuals who will bend over backwards to 
make your day just that bit easier . Thank you for 
keeping me on my toes and for reminding me of 
what a privilege it is to teach .

Eli Lawless

www.skinners-school.co.uk10

Welcome to...

Chris Walton 
What aspect of the school do you 
most like?
Its collective spirit .

How would you describe your own 
teaching methods?
Experimental – some things work and some 
don’t . One day I will have tried them all and 
worked out what works for me!

Why did you get into teaching?
Because I used to sit at my desk wondering 
if there was more to life . I decided to try 
teaching and it turned out there was!

What is your favourite book and 
why?
“The Wild Places” by Robert McFarlane 
because it makes me want to go outside .

Star Wars or Lord of the Rings?
Lord of the Rings – it is a better story .

Farewells continued 
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What’s life been like since “The 
Apprentice”?
It’s been good . It’s definitely brought a lot of 
promotion to our company, Instabear – that’s 
one of the best things . Obviously you get 
recognised in the street which is weird, but I 
think the most important factor is promotion 
for the company . For example, we’ve been 
attending networking events just from the 
recognition of being on “The Apprentice” . 
It’s actually a great starting point in business . 
Networking and promoting is what I do in my 
everyday life . I think that’s what Lord Sugar saw . 
I think he looked into the company a lot . 

Do you have a favourite 
contestant on the show?
Probably James . We’re different people but we 
have a lot of the same interests . We’re both 
young, I’m 23 and the youngest; he was a couple 
of years older . I think being the youngest made it 
more difficult in certain aspects, but it was also 
quite a good excuse for some things . 

Interview with Solomon Akhtar 
Harry Straw interviews the founder of Instabear, star of The Apprentice  
and former Knott House Captain.

What was it like being Project 
Manager on the second week?
It was probably the most stressful thing ever . 
You don’t want to be scapegoated, and a lot 
of people on the show didn’t have businesses 
of their own; they were solicitors, doctors or 
even swimming instructors . By having my own 
business, I think I had more leadership qualities 
and managing skills, in spite of my young age . I 
think that helped massively .

How did Skinners’ help you 
prepare for a life in business? 
I think it made me quite digitally savvy . I’m 
not the most technical person but I think at 
Skinners’ the IT department was really, really 
good . We had the newest computers and really 
good IT facilities all round so I think for me 
winning the Top 5 for the (competition) was 
a fantastic starting point . I think that, in my 
business (a website-based mobile app), when 
you are speaking about technology, that’s really 
important . 

What’s your role within Instabear? 
Is it all your idea or is it shared 
with other people? 
It’s a 50% share with my business partner, Tom, 
but I deal mostly with the client side . I get out 
there and look for new businesses to partner 
with . Skinners’ is special because it teaches 
everyone to be outgoing . It’s a sociable school; 
there are not loads of cliques or anything . 
Everyone’s really friendly, and I think having that 
self-confidence helped us get that deal with our 
first clients Jack Wills . We sent them a proposal 
for a partnership and we received an invitation 
to a meeting . 
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What about your motto, “Live 
Young”, what’s the inspiration 
behind that?
#LiveYoung is this brand, or more like an ethos, 
that I aim to live life by . I think having a young 
philosophy on life is a really good outlook to 
have . Young people are different because we 
have lots of passions and look at life really 
enthusiastically; as you get older you get more 
cynical . Having that youthful outlook on life 
creates amazing possibilities and amazing 
ideas . The feeling that you can do whatever 
you want . So #LiveYoung is my philosophy 
and I encourage other people to follow too; it 
embodies taking risks and doing things in life . 
You can do these things when you’re young; 
you haven’t got a mortgage, haven’t got too 
many responsibilities . I’m a firm believer in “the 
world’s your oyster”: you can do what you want . 

So what about your personal life, 
where are you living now?
I live in London, near London Bridge, and we’ve 
just got new Instabear offices in Carnaby Street . 
I don’t really like being arrogant about it or 
showing off . I know it’s not the most amazing 
company nor the most amazing idea . Who 
knows what could happen? In two years we 
could be bankrupt? That’s one of the things 
about business: you don’t really know how 
things are going to pan out . 

Did you ever envisage Instabear 
taking off?
Well we’ve got 6 staff now, and to be honest we 
never thought we would get to that point where 
we were employing people full-time . I think a 
lot of it comes down to sheer determination and 
luck . If you’re working on something, and you’ve 

got that vision about where you want it to go, 
wake up every day and work towards that vision, 
you will achieve it . I think a lot of it is part and 
parcel of life as well .

Do you think you know what the 
future holds for Instabear?  
I don’t really know . I just kind of go with it to be 
honest with you . I don’t really know what I’m 
doing in business . I just keep doing what I think 
people will find interesting like the live screen 
displays we do at corporate events . We’re also 
looking at doing new stuff like social cloud – a 
massive cloud will be in an art gallery or a 
corporate event and if you take a picture and 
attach it with a set hashtag, that picture will get 
displayed on the cloud above your head . 

We’re also thinking about attaching a GoPro to 
a remote-controlled car, and having it driven 
around inside a stadium when an event is going 
on and link that to a live feed that’ll appear 
on Facebook . You’ll be able to watch the live 
recording filmed from a radio controlled car 
and be able to drive it around the stadium . 
Basically, we’re trying to think of cool new 
ideas for corporate clients because that’s what 
is attracting people’s attention these days and 
what people in London want to see – the next, 
big, entertaining thing . There’s a lot of money 
in corporate advertising and doing interesting 
things that haven’t been thought of before .

I think Skinners’ has instilled my desire to try 
something new, to try something different . 
I think it’s a school that leaves a sense of 
ambition .

Interview with Solomon Akhtar continued 
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Do you feel that because you 
went to Skinners’ it made you a 
lot more driven when you arrived 
at university? 
Yeah definitely! I think that there are a lot of 
people from different backgrounds who have very 
different outlooks on life . Coming from a grammar 
school gives you a good education and the drive 
that’s needed to succeed . Skinners’ encourages 
a lifestyle that it wants its students to embrace, 
and keep after they’ve left . Some people don’t like 
saying what school they went to but I’m proud 
to say I’ve come from Skinners’ . I still ask people 
what school they went to; I think it’s quite an 
important part of your life . I didn’t really want to 
leave Skinners’ when I was in my last year . It has 
this bubble and it’s easy to get sucked into it but 
having to leave it is a much harder process . 

Welcome to...

Helen Kirk 
What drew you to the school?
The banter obviously!! Seriously the drama 
faculty and reputation of the department 
were a big attraction for me .

What’s your experience with all-
boys’ schools?
This is the first time I have worked in one 
although my previous school was 70/30 
boys and I was a housemistress in the boys’ 
boarding house: that was interesting and 
smelly at the same time .

Why did you get into teaching?
When I started writing my dissertation on 
drama in education I had to do research 
and part of that was visiting my old school . 
My old head of Drama suggested I teach a 
lesson to help me . I did and I loved it . She 
told me, “You are a teacher, not a dancer 
or actor but someone who should be a 
teacher!” She was right!

What is your favourite book and 
why? 
It’s a play! “The Crucible” by Arthur Miller .

Star Wars or Star Trek?
Clearly Star Trek – Captain Kirk!!

Welcome to...

Jacqui Charvat
What drew you to the school? 
Great reputation, great results, great boys

What’s your experience with all-boys 
schools?  
21 years in all-boys schools . Would never 
teach in an all-girls school!

Why did you get into teaching? 
The holidays of course

What is your favourite book and 
why?
Love in the Time of Cholera

Star Wars or Star Trek?
Star Wars

Interview with Solomon Akhtar continued 
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Gordon ‘Chop’ Cosstick is 
arguably one of the most talented 
boys to have ever attended 
Skinners’. This is obviously quite 
a bold statement – there have 
been a lot of extraordinary boys at 
this school, but there aren’t many 
that can live up to his talents. 
However, should you be so lucky 
to meet him in person, you would 
not guess that such a humble 
man could be so extraordinarily 
capable and gracious about it too. 

Chop was a firm believer of giving something 
a go; he comments in his memoirs about how 
he always “went in” for things . Accepted into 
Skinners’ on a scholarship in 1938, he was the 
recipient of one of only a few free places at 
Skinners’ . His attitude to work and his wider 
independent studying were some of the things 
that impressed his interviewer, the deputy 
headmaster of the time Mr Preston, and why he 
was awarded the place . 

In fact Chop demonstrated many of the desirable 
characteristics that this school tries to instil in 
its pupils . He rose to the heightened levels of 
academic capability that teachers expect from 
the new first year students; he turned his hand 
to the extra-curricular activities the school 
offered that had previously been unknown 
to him – that of the Officers’ Training Corps 
(currently known as the CCF) and rugby, whilst 
also continuing the sports and activities he 
loved: cricket, athletics, gymnastics, boxing and 
dramatics . 

Despite his athletic prowess, Chop’s real talent 
was for music . You may have already guessed 
from his nickname “Chop”, taken from the 

Interview with Gordon 
‘Chop’ Cosstick 
Musician and Old Skinner

composer Chopin, that Gordon had a special 
talent for the piano . His ability to pick up a 
tune by ear also stirred him to take up jazz . His 
exceptionally good improvisational abilities, 
and a perfect pitch, astonished even himself; 
when asked by his maths teacher how he was 
able to know what notes to put his fingers on he 
replied, ‘I don’t know sir, I just do it sir’ . He was 
the pride of the school playing in local venues 
with his band and developing into a jazz pianist 
of renown . 

His affection to Skinners’ and the friends he 
made whilst here are testament to the values 
of the school: an inspirational alumnus but an 
inspirational person as well . 

From left to right: Harry Straw, Gordon 
Cosstick and James Woodroofe.
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Welcome to…

Kevin O’Brien
What drew you to the school?
(1)  The adrenaline-filled chicanery of 

Southborough and St . John’s Road

(2)  The huge uptake in A Level Religious 
Studies

(3)  The chance to be a Games Coach

(4)  The reputation of the school and its results

(5)  The biscuits at break time

(6)  Mr . Fleming’s humour

What’s your experience with all boys’ 
schools?
(1)  The risk of being flattened by a hulk student 

is exceptionally high

(2)  Walking through the playground at 
10 .15am is like a scene from The Hunger 
Games

(3)  I miss the empathy and unique perspective 
girls brings to lessons

(4)  Testosterone abounds!

(5)  School is nosier

(6)  You need muscles to jump the canteen 
queue

Why did you get into teaching?
(1)  I love 15 hour working days

(2)  I love marking illegible homework every 
night

(3)  I love school canteen food

(4)  I love the excitement when a student gets 
an A*

(5)  I love the fervour of religious and 
philosophical debates

(6)  I love all the gifts I get at Christmas from 
students

(7)  My modelling career came to an end

(8)  I wasn’t any good at carpentry or welding

What is your favourite book and why?
(1)  The Luck of Ginger Coffey by Belfast author 

Brian Moore:

James Frances ‘Ginger’ Coffey emigrates from 
Belfast to Canada with his family but fall on 
very difficult times . Ginger takes numerous 
menial jobs but his wife, Veronica, is bitterly 
unimpressed and leaves him . Ginger spends 
the remainder of his time soul-searching, 
desperately trying to get her back through 
extreme acts of selflessness and devotion to 
his family . In doing so he tries to prove his 
manliness, worthiness and profound love of 
his family . It struck a raw nerve . The narrative 
is powerful . The prose resonates with the 
historical familial values of old Ireland . As 
Moore himself said: “I’ll tell you what love 
is – it’s you at 75 and her at 71, each of you 
listening for the other’s step in the next room, 
each afraid that a sudden silence, a sudden 
cry, could mean a lifetime’s talk is over” . Need 
I say more?

Star Wars or Star Trek?
Stargate Atlantis, The Hunger Games, Mork 
and Mindy, Buck Rogers in the 25th Century or 
Battlestar Galactica!
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Year 11 Art trip to Amsterdam 
The weekend visit to Amsterdam was to 
stimulate ideas and gather photographic 
reference material for Year 11 students’ exam 
project titled ‘Order and Disorder’ .

Our first stop was Anne Frank’s house . Most 
boys knew her story, but still felt moved and 
bewildered by the experience . A meal at The 
Hard Rock Café lifted the mood . The next day 
we visited the newly opened Rijksmuseum and 
marvelled at the blend of modern and traditional 
elements of the museum’s architecture as well 
as the treasures within each room .  

In the afternoon we visited the Stedelijk 
contemporary art museum where we attended a 
workshop run by the gallery . The boys became 
mini reporters on an artist, fact finding and 
sharing details . After which we had a chance to 
create a piece of instant 3D art inspired by our 
visit . We all gave a brief talk and described our 
inspirations . The two tutors thought the boys 
were marvellous, they said they were the best 
group they had ever had .

The visit to the Van Gogh museum enabled us to 
learn about his life, how he became an artist and 
the methods he employed to accurately show 
perspective within his paintings . 

The trip was very successful, everyone finding 
it beneficial from a cultural perspective, 
an inspiration for their project and a rich 
opportunity to take some fantastic photographs .  

John Downton Awards 2014
The prestigious John Downton Awards at the 
County Hall gallery in Maidstone included 
work  by George Adams, whose piece was a 
masterpiece of computer graphics, illustrating a 
graphic novel by himself called Rain/Pain!

Also exhibiting was Reuben Turvey . His screen 
print based on his art trip to Spain and produced 
on the Tonbridge printing course in November 
won the overall top prize for a mixed media 
piece . His work along with the other winners will 
be on show at the Turner gallery Margate later 
on in the year .

Year 10 trip to Marle Place
Year 10 GCSE Art students visited Marle Place 
in Brenchley, a beautiful ornamental garden 
and woodland setting . The trip acts as a starting 
point for the GCSE course and provides an 
opportunity to work with resident artist Lucy 
Williams . Lucy ran the day and guided the boys 
through a range of activities that helped them 
engage with their project title ‘Surfaces’ in new 
and imaginative ways . The main emphasis was 
on exploring and creating, with original works 
being made and photographed on the day . 

Activities included ‘discovery boxes’ in which 
they felt mystery objects in a box, to generate 
words to describe the surfaces they felt . 
They also produced charcoal drawings, took 

continued on page 25

Art
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Above: Ben von Kaufmann, GCSE exam final piece.

Below: Ben Loxton, GCSE exam final piece.

Above right: George Adams, U6, A2 
coursework.

Below right: Fraser MacDonald-Lister, 
GCSE exam final piece.

Art
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Above: Jonny Lee, AS coursework final piece.

Below: Willow weaving, Year 9 course.

Above right: Jonny Lee

Below right: Jorin Terrasse.
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Above: Hugh 
Whitaker, U6  
A2 coursework.

Left: Dan McCarthy, 
U6 exam final piece 
2014.
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Above: Jack Knudson,  
A2 coursework.

Left: Year 9 ceramics.

Left: Jack Knudson,  
A2 coursework.
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Above: Harry Gripper volunteers.

Right: Claire Fenton directing.

Below and right: Our Country’s Good.

21
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Right and below: Our Country’s Good.

Left: Sam Parfitt.
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leoPARD 2014 

Music
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Music

Above: Nick May.

Below: Andrew Bonnick, Tom Nohre.

Below: Mark Kendrick composes 
with Oscar Leahy and Ben Gadd.
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Top: Jack Bensted.

Above: Pierre-Antoine 
Mercier-Handisyde 
Troletti and Kelvin 
Chan.

Right: Senior 
orchestra rehearsing.
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photographs and created solo and collaborative 
ephemeral land art . One group painted each 
other’s faces, inspired by tribal patterns, 
changing the ‘surface’ of the person they were 
working with .

6th form art trip to Spain  
October 2014
Year 12 and 13 art students left Skinners’ at the 
hideously early time of 3am to travel to Gatwick . 
We arrived in Malaga a few hours later to a 
beautiful warm and sunny day . There we were 
met by our tour guide and artist in residence, 
Andy Russell . Andy guided us around the 
historic old town on foot, visiting the Picasso 
Museum which was however surpassed by our 
next visit to the contemporary art gallery, host 

to a fantastic major exhibition of recent works 
by the English artist Marc Quinn . Some may 
remember him for his sensationalism at the 
Saatchi gallery a few years ago when he froze 
his own blood and then made a life sized cast of 
his own head out of it! 

The exhibition was based in part on modern day 
activities of youth culture, rioting and graffiti . 
One of the exhibition pieces is of a hooded 
gentleman sitting on the floor . It is actually a life-
size sculpture; I thought it was real (should have 
gone to Specsavers) and I had to be led gingerly 
up to it by one of the boys to discuss whether it 
was or wasn’t alive .

The beautiful hilltop town of Alcala de los 
Gazules was our base for the next 4 days . Work 
began by settling into our studio space and 
drawing a life model, followed by sketching in 
and around the town, observing local people 
and the white hill top buildings . The days that 
followed enabled students to develop their 
personal art projects and take advantage of the 
fantastic drawing opportunities by focussing 
on the beautiful views of the breath-taking 
landscape which surrounds the town .  

Evening entertainment involved Mr Hillier trying 
to wear the boys out on the local football court 
(it worked in reverse), a tapas night out and 
live music at a flamenco bar . The singer was a 
beautiful young girl, with an equally beautiful 
voice . 

Helen Russell, our hostess, made a special 
point of saying how wonderful the boys were, 
how courteous and well behaved, and what a 
pleasure they had been to work with .

Summer Exhibition 2014
The Summer Exhibition was a fantastic array of 
technically and creative pieces from GCSE and 
A level students .

Arts continued 
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A dazzling display of talent involved Dan 
McCarthy’s printing and design work, Kate 
Murphy’s fashion and textile pieces, George 
Adams’ graphic tablet art, Jack Knudson’s 
moving triptych featuring himself and his 
grandmother, and Cormack Jackson’s sensitive 
story-telling photography .  Hugh Whitaker stole 
the show with his hyper-realistic images: a treat 
to behold and photographic in quality .

Amongst the AS students, a firm favourite 
was Jonny Lee’s huge animal landscape, 
whilst the strength of the GCSE students 
was demonstrated by their record breaking 
93% A/A*, eight students gaining full marks 
(Theo Merchant, Jake Cunningham, Ben 
von Kaufmann, Freddie von Kaufmann, Rob 
Price, James Pancaldi, Ben Loxton and Fraser 
MacDonald-Lister) .

Tonbridge Screen Printing Course
For the second year running Skinners’ sixth 
form students were invited to attend a screen 
printing course at Tonbridge School . The course 
was run by their artist in residence Jo de Pear . 
We spent a happy three hours creating colourful 
monoprint backgrounds on which we printed 
our own photographic images . 

Year 9 Art Trip to the V&A 
Museum and Tate Britain
In conjunction with History, English and Drama 
departments we organised a trip to London for 
the whole of Year 9, visiting the Victoria and 
Albert museum and Tate Britain . The focus was to 
gather inspiration in the form of notes, sketches, 
poems and photographs for the Year 9 syllabus 
in each of the subjects . The art department used 
the experience to develop pupils’ GCSE style art, 
entitled ‘Order and or Disorder’ . The curriculum 
links to Drama, English and History were based 
on themes of slavery, oppression and civil rights .

“Art is not a mirror to reflect the world, rather it is 
a hammer with which to shape it .” Brecht’s quote 
welcomed us outside the Victoria and Albert 
Museum and pointed to the excellent exhibition 
titled Disobedient Objects . The content focussed 
on ‘objects’ that have been used in public protest 
and offered a view of how posters have been 
used to deliver messages by individuals and 
governments . The Rapid Response collection 
highlighted ideas on modern day ‘slavery’ .

www.skinners-school.co.uk26
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Drama

Our Country’s Good 
Our Country’s Good is the story of convicts 
and Royal Marines sent to Australia in the late 
1780s as part of the first penal colony . It follows 
Second Lieutenant Ralph Clark’s attempts 
to put on a production of George Farquhar’s 
restoration comedy The Recruiting Officer with 
a cast of male and female convicts . The play 
shows the class system in the convict camp and 
discusses themes such as sexuality, punishment, 
the Georgian judicial system, and the idea 
that art can act as an ennobling force . With 
only two copies of the text, a cast of convicts, 
and one leading lady who may be about to be 
hanged, conditions are hardly ideal .  Most of the 
characters are based on real people who sailed 
with the First Fleet .

It was a pleasure to work with this talented 
cast . A more awesome and dedicated group 
of young people you will not find! Cast and 
crew lived and breathed the play: we saw more 
of each other than our own families and we 
became dependent on each other to be able 

to complete the simplest of tasks . It was a 
journey, at times long, at times painful (both 
physically and mentally) but always amazing, 
uplifting, inspiring and overwhelming . It was a 
real pleasure to work with the young men and 
women involved . 

“A play is a world in itself, a tiny colony we 
could almost say”

Clare Fenton 

Above: George Wood, Year 7, 
appearing as Oliver at the 
Assembly Halls, Easter 2014.
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A level performances 
The A level pieces covered an array of themes 
with students focusing on developing certain 
performance styles in order to produce 
professional standard pieces that showed their 
skills and understanding in the chosen areas .

Firstly a Naturalistic performance that looked 
at the dysfunctional relationship between three 
brothers . Three brothers meet at their old family 
home, two years after their parents’ death, to 
clear it to be sold . They intend to split their 
parents remaining possessions the rest of which 
were divided three ways giving each brother a 
large inheritance . The three brothers have grown 
apart since their parents’ death and each has 
come with their own motivation as they gather 
the remnants of their family memories . Calhan 
Mundy, Jack Knudson and Tom Rusbridge 
gave powerful and emotional performances 
encapsulating the devastating effect the loss of 
trust and respect created by an inability to talk .

The Race was a thought-provoking adaptation 
of Aesop’s Fable “The Hare and the Tortoise” . 
Using Physical Theatre, the story followed 
Mac O’Hare and Ben Taylor on their separate 
journeys throughout life . Ben, a family 
orientated and loyal man, makes the most of a 
long life at a steady pace, whilst Mac, a Scottish 
loveable rogue, enjoys an exciting yet short life . 
An energetic piece with a powerful message 
that was punctuated with great comic timing . 
Solomon Curtis, Hugh Whittaker and Charlie 
Earley were excellent in their portrayal of these 
characters, creating a brilliantly interesting 
piece .

Finally in an Epic presentation, questioning the 
place of capital punishment in a modern society, 
Shepsi Haider, Callum Luckett, Freddie Rawley 
and Sam Parfitt used a variety of performance 
skills, including songspeil, tableaux, direct 

address and placards to involve and intrigue an 
audience, leaving them questioning their own 
beliefs and opinions on the issue in question .  
A well structured and powerful performance .

Claire Fenton

Frantic Assembly
Introducing the AS level group to physical 
theatre, specifically the theatre company Frantic 
Assembly, allowed the boys to fall in love with 
this style . Split up into three groups, two groups 
of four performed the first and second half of 
‘Hymns’, and a group of five performed the last 
third of ‘Pool (no water)’ . Each performance 
involved 20 minutes of extremely physically 
demanding movement and by the end we were 
very thankful of our weekly homework of going 
to the gym so that we were fit enough to dive all 
around the stage while trying to act at the same 
time . A Frantic Assembly workshop enabled us 
to learn so much more . We are not planning on 
stopping developing our skills anytime soon, 
with the next senior production, ‘Doctor Faustus’ 
containing its fair share of physical theatre . So 
here’s to another year of people thinking we’re 
just prancing around on stage dancing!
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A great deal happened this year in 
the department – as seems to be 
usual now – some highlights:
A baptism of fire for the Year 7s in the Junior 
Swing Band and Junior Orchestra – they had 
only four weeks in the school before playing 
in public for the first time as a group at Open 
Evening . Luckily the ‘old hands’ in Year 8 give 
a terrific lead and by the end of the evening 
they were really doing a great job . We also had 
input from the newly formed Intermediate Band 
(Years 9 &10) – some really fine work from them 
– it’s good to have the quality trumpet and sax 
players coming through .

In November, everything shipped down to 
the Assembly Halls to play Leopards and the 
National Anthem and also a couple of noisy 
bits out of the Polotsvian Dances by Borodin . 
The orchestra coping brilliantly with the very 
different acoustic, making a real impact – 
particularly the percussion! The clarinet quintet 
also entertained with one of Shostakovitch’s 
Jazz Waltz numbers – it was great to have a 
quintet of entirely Grade 8 players .

The St Cecilia’s Day concert is always a big 
concert with lots of personnel involved and the 
whole range of the department’s work on show . 
Particularly impressive instrumentally were the 
Intermediate Swing Band, Wind Quintet and 
the Orchestra, playing the full version of the 
Borodin Dances . Three vocal groups were on 
show, Junior Choir’s ‘Pilgrim’ based on Bunyan’s 
Pilgrim’s Progress drawing warm reactions 
from the audience as did some silly songs from 
Barbershop .

Another exciting exercise in logistics is getting 
equipment to the St John’s Church for the Carol 
Service and setting up before the morning 
rehearsal – but we made it . The atmosphere in 
the evening was very festive despite having to 

be more than a week before the end of term . 
Our mixed programme of carols old and new, 
with plenty of congregational input was very 
nicely performed by our musicians . The well-
chosen readings, provided for the last time by 
Mrs Wilson, complemented the musical items 
thoughtfully . As usual the Barbershop put on 
silly hats and sang Christmas cheese of all 
sorts whilst mulled wine and mince pies were 
consumed in bulk .

The Senior Choir’s input to the Goldsmith’s 
Choral Union Christmas Festival Messiah 
seems to have become an annual event now 
and twenty of us took part singing to a packed 

Music
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Royal Albert Hall with a fully professional 
orchestra and team of soloists . The conductor, 
Brian Wright, ex-BBC chorus master and more 
significantly an old Skinner made his customary 
remarks about the superiority of his old house 
Atwell . 

In the New Year, the GCSE and A level recital 
formed a dry run for candidates’ performance 
modules: a very useful chance to try out under 
stressful conditions pieces that are to be 
offered at exam . For the audience of interested 
parents a huge variety of styles was on show 
from Ginastera to Ellington and Beethoven to 
Rachmaninov – always a good evening .

The junior groups made huge progress during 
the first six months of the year and made very 
enjoyable listening at their own concert in 
March . The Junior choir sang impressively in 
four parts, orchestra and swing band played 
confidently and musically and we had a range 
of soloists from across Years 7 to 9, taking risks 
and showing their strength of character and 
considerable skills .

It is a hostage to fortune putting a Senior 
Concert on April Fool’s Day but actually it 
worked brilliantly well despite the pressures of 
approaching exams and coursework deadlines . 
Both jazz groups and the wind quintet showed 
real prowess and the orchestra was outstanding 
in Beethoven Leonora No .3 and the first 
movement of Dvorak’s New World Symphony – 
a real team effort . The biggest roar however was 
Barbershop with a version of The Blanks’ ‘You 
Think I’m Pretty’ . As a result they had to repeat it 
in the term’s final assembly to the whole school 
in the Sports Hall – and it went down a storm .

The Summer concert is always tinged with 
sadness about departing  U6th formers . A very 
significant cohort left in the summer – all of 
whom played a huge role in the department: 

Connor Armstrong, John Britton, Dan Corner, 
Tom Corner, Nick May, Carl Thomas – they leave 
a gap and I thank them for fantastic loyalty and 
exceptionally high quality input . Nick May’s 
input has been there as an orchestrator as well 
as in his singing and playing – his orchestrations 
have been a good part of the last two years of 
music . This concert now regularly takes place 
in the Dining Hall as an informal jazz café style 
event – it was packed out again: a fitting end to 
the Summer Term .

Actually it wasn’t quite the end . John Britton 
gave a recital in the very last week of his time 
here as a practice for his Diploma ABRSM exam, 
supported by a small audience of colleagues, 
family and staff . A most enjoyable rounding off 
to the year’s work .

Thanks as always need to be expressed to the 
unceasing dedicated hard work from all our 
visiting music staff, to Mrs Hendry and the long 
suffering parents who finance the instrumental 
lessons that are crucial to our department . 

Devon Music Tour
This is a music trip with a difference . Not only 
do the participants perform in a concert in aid 
of the RNLI at Appledore, North Devon but 
they also challenge themselves to hair-raising 
and nerve-taxing physical tests at Skern Lodge 
Outdoor Activity Centre . 

On arrival at Skern we were given a welcome 
hot supper, lots of home-cooked food and time 
before dark for a wonderful walk on the beach at 
low tide in a lovely sunset .

On returning it was rehearsal time and the boys 
worked very hard practising the items for the 
following evening’s concert to an audience of 
fellow centre residents outside the window, then 
time for TV, Scrabble, card games, bed – and 
surprisingly, sleep!
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The next morning was beautiful and the 
assembled company attacked the rigours of the 
high ropes, balancing on poles and beams high 
up in the air and leaping into space to catch a 
trapeze . Mr Hendry proved that driving all that 
way doesn’t stop you leaping into mid-air and 
the boys displayed immense courage, several 
defeating vertigo to take part .

After a picnic lunch and a change into uniform 
we set off for the United Reformed Church, 
Appledore, to rehearse for the evening’s concert .  
The audience for the concert itself was quite 
select, but very enthusiastic and there were 
some impressive performances by the boys both 
as soloists and in the larger groups, so much so 

that we were asked to return to Appledore again . 
Just time for a magnificent fish and chip supper 
in Bideford; a very satisfactory end to the day .

The next morning dawned bright and clear and 
we headed out onto the River Torridge in kayaks 
for a morning spent paddling down river, trying 
to tip each other out and generally having fun 
in the water . Impressive when the tide was so 
low! Several boys discovered a real talent for 
water sport and our instructors were great fun: 
the belly-flop contest was a real winner! A last 
meal at Skern and a visit to Westward Ho! Beach 
before the drive back up a rather too busy M4 .

John Hendry

Music continued 
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STEM Highlights 2013-14

Teen Tech Success!
In September 2014, ten Year 8 boys – Anthony 
O’Hara, Ben Slater, Christian Parfrey, Dominic 
Secker, Matt Edwards, Rauiri Garrett, Jonathan 
Newman, Sam Fletcher and Siyan Patel took 
part in the 2014 Teen Tech Conference at the 
Riverside Centre, accompanied by Mr Moody . 

Teen Tech is a national event organised to 
aid the study of STEM in secondary schools 
across the country . Companies such as Maplin, 
Samsung, Microsoft and the University of Kent 
attended and enabled us to take a look into 
the world of engineering and technology at a 
mature level, with the opportunity to view the 
latest innovations, such as mind-controlled 
devices, or state of the art 3D printers . 

Possibly the most anticipated part of the event 
was the App designer program, where Skinners’ 
designed a GPS-enabled app that incorporated 
satellite navigation to create a ‘Track My Bus’ app, 
where a flashing red dot appears on a screen to 
show the location of your designated bus! 

In the ‘Innovations’ competition, Matt 
Edwards and Ruairi Garrett were shortlisted 
as contestants for the prime accolade for their 
design of a pair of shoes from which you are 
able to pull your clothes on .

Teen Tech is different to all the other events and 
after school clubs allowing you to try out new 
technology . It enables you to understand STEM 
more…rather than just seeing it in a lab . This is 
real life .

Jonathan Newman

Inter-School Science Competition
Held every year at Beacon Academy, it brings 
together the brightest and the best Year 11 
scientists from local schools . This year a team 
of boys from Skinners’ were put through their 
paces in a series of devious challenges which 
required knowledge, teamwork, ingenuity, and 
great practical skills . In one of the challenges, 
each team had to place in rank order of 
concentration, a series of 5 different (and 
unknown) salt solutions using only a limited set 
of apparatus – in this case, some sand, a plastic 
pipette, two pieces of copper strip, some wire 
and a multi-meter .

Well, how would you do it??

Whilst first and third places for the theory paper 
was superb, things slipped with the practical 
challenges – according to the judges, our boys 
didn’t calibrate things accurately enough, or show 
evidence of repeating their results – that should 
be enough to make you realise why we science 
teachers keep going on about these things!

The three teams can be congratulated on their 
efforts, and take consolation that in ‘theory’ at 
least, Skinners’ scientists can still hold their own 
against the very best!

Mark Moody
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Pollution on St John’s Road
Sulphur dioxide is a noxious, polluting gas .  
Current scientific evidence links short-term 
exposures to SO2, ranging from 5 minutes to 
24 hours, with an array of adverse respiratory 
effects including bronchial constriction and 
increased asthma symptoms

Back in 2009, boys who were in the STEM club 
used GPS-enabled data loggers to walk along 
St John’s Road recording the SO2 levels as they 
went . The results were astounding, with clear 
peaks of pollution wherever cars were moving 
slowly or were stationary – outside Sainsbury’s for 
example, or further along outside the bus depot . 

Although we often talk about ‘atmospheric 
pollution’ it is not often that we can visualise 
it like this, and we sent our results off to Kent 
Highways so they could see for themselves . We 
had an assembly visit from them and a promise 
that they would see what could be done .

Fast forward 5 years to 2014 and not much has 
changed . The average speed of traffic outside 
school in the morning is still less than 4 mph, 
slower than walking pace!

Adding to the poor air quality, some parents still 
park on double yellow lines by our back gates, 
with engines running, just to drop off or pick 
up their sons – this is a habit we continue to 
discourage and would ask any parents who do 
this to consider dropping off further away .

We still have our GPS dataloggers, and they still 
give us the same ground-level results, but this 
time we want to see in more detail what exactly 
is happening . We have now got carbon monoxide 
(CO) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) sensors, and the 
Sixth Form STEM students are building a remote 
controlled drone to take our sensors up into the 
air to sample above ground as well . 

Nathan Davey 

Biology Olympiad Winners
Our Year 13 Biologists have won plenty of Silver 
and Bronze medals over the years, but have yet 
to win a coveted Gold Medal . However, thanks 
to more lunch time training, this years’ team 
came closer than ever with our best medal haul 
to date .

Sehejdev Bhatia was just one mark from a Gold, 
and Nick May was just two marks adrift . All 
medal winners and their parents were invited 
to the Royal Society in Kensington to receive 
their medals and hear a lecture on Embryology 
by Professor Alice Roberts . Walking through 
the front door of this famous building and then 
seeing paintings of scientists such as Sir Isaac 
Newton, or original black and white photos of 
Watson and Crick and their DNA model, was an 
opportunity not to be missed .

The boys are to be congratulated on such a 
fine effort – our best so far, and one which we 
hope to improve upon as next years’ team 
are currently in training and look to be even 
stronger!

Mark Moody

Skinners’ first Arkwright Scholar
We are pleased this year to have our own home-
grown scholar in Lukas Ratcliffe .

An ‘Arkwright Scholarship for Engineering’ is 
a highly regarded achievement – it brings the 
scholar status and financial reward for two 
years, but more importantly, allows him to visit 
businesses and industry for mentoring and 
enrichment experience .

Lukas is an active member of our senior STEM 
team and is currently working with fellow 
STEM student, Nathan Davey, in designing and 
building a drone helicopter that will carry a 
sulphur dioxide monitor to sample the air above 

STEM Highlights 2013-14 continued 
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and around the school . His background interest 
in aeronautical engineering was a key factor in 
his success, and he is now keen to encourage 
more boys to apply for a scholarship (there is 
no limit to the number of scholars a school can 
have) .

“Becoming an Arkwright Scholar has proved to 
be a fantastic opportunity that will allow me to 
expand my interest in physics and engineering 
– for example, I have been able to gain work 
experience with an American defence contractor 
in the summer . Winning such a prestigious 
award is a very strong addition to my UCAS 
and CV when I apply to university and for STEM 
related jobs, giving me a head start for my 
career . In addition, I receive a financial grant for 
2 years which has also allowed me to follow 
my own interest in STEM related projects and 
purchase books that will help with my A-Levels,” 
says Lukas . 

Mark Moody

‘Closed Loop’ Solar Kiln
Skinners’ has now designed and built its very 
own Solar Kiln – a type of shed used to dry 
timber by forcing air over the planks of wood . 
The kiln was built by an enthusiastic team of 
pupils and funded by a generous grant from the 
High Weald AONB Unit . 

This one though is unique, as it is powered 
entirely by a solar panel, which in turn drives 
a fan – other kilns rely on a supply of mains 
electricity, or a generator for their power, thus 
making our kiln a ‘closed loop’ design . The walls 
of the kiln are double-skinned and filled with 
sheep’s wool for insulation . The inside is then 
painted black in order to absorb as much heat as 
possible from the polycarbonate window above .

The first load of sustainably sourced oak is 
about to be delivered, and we have installed 
a data-logger to monitor the temperature and 
humidity over the next few months to see how 
long it will take to dry the wood to a desired 12% 
moisture . The idea is that oak wood that has 
been sustainably sourced and sustainably dried 
will be used for premium projects by the DT 
Department .

Mark Moody

Welcome to...

Charlotte Schillinger 
What aspect of the school do you 
most like?
The sense of community . 

How would you describe your own 
teaching methods?
Thought provoking, I try to encourage 
students to think for themselves and have 
their own opinions . 

Why did you get into teaching?
I wanted a job which was enjoyable, diverse 
and where I kept learning .

What is your favourite book and 
why?
Too many to list but a really interesting read 
is the book ‘When God was a rabbit’ by 
Sarah Winman .

Star Wars or Lord of the Rings?
I’ve never read/seen either – sorry!

STEM Highlights 2013-14 continued 
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The school garden continued to 
flourish under the watchful eye 
and green fingers of Mrs Roberts 
and with help from Mr Clegg. 
It produced many a fruit and vegetable used 
by the kitchen, and the Science and DT 
departments . STEM club also had some success 
at growing wheat to go on to make hand-ground 
bread flour, whilst the bug hotel is housing 
many more insects as the Year 7s and Year 
10s collected many specimens whilst studying 
ecosystems and natural habits . This year even 
the Art department enjoyed our produce as 
some weird and wonderfully shaped vegetables 

were the subjects painted and drawn by some 
art students .

Our first ‘HEAL Week’ in November 2013 
brought awareness to the whole school of a 
healthy and balanced diet, focusing particularly 
on the dangers of energy drinks and the 
importance of drinking enough water . This 
message was repeated at our annual Wellbeing 
Information Evening this time held at Bennett 
Memorial School .

HEAL is ever evolving to fit with the needs of 
the school community and we look forward 
to another busy year with a greater focus on 
mindfulness and positive mental health .

Maryce Moss-Montoya

HEAL
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Krakow 
I have a personal connection to the Holocaust 
as my grandmother lived in Holland during the 
time of Nazi occupation . At one stage a good 
friend of hers, who was Jewish, disappeared 
one day and never came back .

Harrowing would be the first word that comes 
to mind for me in visiting the concentration 
camps at Auschwitz: all those buildings, all for 
such a vicious purpose . Wondering through 
living quarters was one thing, but then in one 
room were the belongings of thousands who 
had passed through the camp . Worse was to 
come, because in another room a whole mass 
of human hair was on display . This would have 
gone on to be sold to textile firms to make 
fabrics .

For all the doom, there was a little light at the 
end of the tunnel . A handful of Jewish groups 
were at Auschwitz proudly declaring their 
heritage, and waving the Star of David up and 
down the main train track leading into the camp . 
I suppose for them it was to show that they had 
triumphed over Hitler and had “won” despite all 
that was done to them .

Krakow itself has a lively town centre was, 
especially one day when a military parade 
passed through the town, but I will also mention 
the salt mines . The caverns were wonderful 
to walk through and to see how they were 
structured . 

Gabriel Thallon

Loire 
On arriving in the Loire after a long journey via 
Dover, our first activity was a visit to Nançay 
where there was a radio telescope with an 
exciting tour and explanation of the science 
behind it . After the visit to the Radio Telescope, 
we had a prompt departure to the wine caves 

Trips

in Vouvray consisting of a series of tunnels and 
caves where large deposits of wine were stored 
for aging and fermenting . We even had a small 
taste of the wine ourselves! 

Tuesday greeted us with a visit to the Chateau 
in Amboise; it was an interesting experience as 
we learnt a lot about French history and Louis 
VIII . Next we were faced with probably one of 
our most exciting experiences yet, interviews in 
the town of Romorantin, putting our classroom 
French to the test . We were told to interview 
locals and ask them questions about their 
life, using our French . Although this was very 
challenging, it was also a valuable experience 
to be able to meet and talk to people and learn 
about their culture . 

On Wednesday, we arrived at Futuroscope 
Theme Park . Everybody rushed to ride one: the 
rabbit time machine . This was a popular ride, 
even for the teachers!!! Once home, we played 
American Football with Mr Hardy’s ‘Sunshines’ 
and Mr Morrison’s ‘Super Bowls .’ 

Our last full day was going to be our visit to 
an Animal Park in Autrèche, with a guided tour 
as well as the chance to get within a metre of 
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bison and ostriches and even stroke a few of 
them . We went to Clos Lucé in the afternoon 
where Leonardo Da Vinci spent the last years of 
his life . It was fascinating to see so many of his 
inventions .

Our minds were blown as we had realised how 
quickly the week had gone by and that it wasn’t 
long until we arrived back at Skinners’ – home . 

Semih Altinpinar and Jack Borrett

Bushcraft in Oxfordshire
The Year 7 trip to Cornbury was a great 
experience for us all . It brought us new 
connections that we did not even know were 
there . We gained new friends who we are still 
with to this very day . It also taught us some really 
important life skills, such as team building, fire 
lighting, camp building, and many more . We tried 
new foods, and had a go at cooking our own over 
the fires we built ourselves . Every night we had 
entertainment and hot chocolate (the best part of 
all) and there was even a small talent show .

Overall, this was one of the best trips we have 
ever been on, and we thoroughly enjoyed the 
whole experience .

Ted Peachey and Jamie Wells

Harvard Model United Nations
In January 25 selected members of the Lower 
Sixth, flew 3500 miles across the Atlantic Ocean 
to the promised land of America . We started our 
journey in New York and immediately began 
fulfilling the rigorous schedule Colonel Coltella 
had planned . In just 3 days Mr Coltella would 
like to think all 25 of us had absorbed the wealth 
of knowledge he had bestowed upon us 

We then set off for one of the world’s most 
prestigious private schools . Choate, quickly 
learning the vast gulf in facilities, perhaps 
most noticeably the ice hockey stadium – to be 
expected for their £30,000 a year tuition bill . 
Then to the Boston Sheraton where the Model 
United Conference was to be held . 

From this point forward Mr Coltella informed 
us that this was not a “lads’ trip” and we had a 
very large act to follow . The committee sessions 
lasted each around four hours (potentially 
three sessions a day) . I distinctly remember Mr 
Coltella’s wise words ‘I’m not hearing your name 
said enough Skinners’: pull your fingers out’ . The 
impact of this inspirational talk was remarkable . 
Each of us fought hard to negotiate outside the 
committee rooms, whilst speaking confidently, 
clearly and concisely inside . Each individual or 
paired group of Skinners’ boys had their own 
specific committees, from the very hard Security 
Councils to the World Health Organisation .

The final day of the Conference was our day of 
reckoning, whereby each Skinners’ committee 
would find out whether their tireless efforts had 
paid off . Most importantly could they match Mr 
Coltella’s golden years which had gone before?

The Skinners’ School Delegation in 2014 won 
3 honourable mentions for Harry Straw, Sam 
Coleman and Tom Levy and for the first time 
ever Mr Coltella had a Best Delegate award, won 
by our current Head Boy James Miller .

Trips continued 
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The trip gave us the opportunity to enhance our 
geographical understanding whilst being able to 
witness Morocco’s diverse and exciting culture .

Sebastian Dark

New College of the Humanities
With the school having forged links with 
Professor AC Grayling and the New College of 
Humanities in London, a range of lecture trips 
covering philosophy, English and politics have 
taken place . In September, nine members of 
the Physics Club went to attend a lecture from 
internationally renowned Theoretical Physicist 
and Science Author, Lawrence Krauss . The 
lecture was called ‘Journey to the Beginning of 
Time’ and focused on our search to understand 
the Universe and the processes that brought it 
into existence . There was a particular focus on 
gravitational waves – ripples in the gravitational 
field that originated from a billionth of a billionth 
of a billionth of a second after the Big Bang . 
These waves act like ripples on the surface of a 
pond, propagating from where a pebble has been 
dropped into the water . They distort the medium 
through which they travel, and by detecting their 
existence, we can validate our most promising 
theories about the origin of the Universe . We 
would even be forced to seriously consider 
the possibility of a multiverse – a collection of 
causally disconnected universes, which may be 
defined by different laws of Physics .

After the talk, we approached Lawrence and asked 
him a few of our own questions; he was delighted 
to see our enthusiasm for the subject, and even 
signed my personal copy of his book (something 
most Physics nerds can only dream of!) .

On the way home we were all buzzing with the 
new ideas introduced to us, and I think I speak 
for everyone when I say that it was a truly 
unforgettable evening .

Charlie Crisp 
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This experience transformed our public speaking 
skills, with help no doubt from Mr Coltella’s 
tireless training, from a bumbling mess into 
confident speakers . 

This trip gives you a rare opportunity outside 
of the narrow curriculum, and I would strongly 
recommend it to anyone .

Tom Levy

Morocco 
Upon arrival in Marrakech, an early start greeted 
us on Sunday and we embarked on a trip into 
the nearby local mountains . Our tour guide 
pointed out the many ‘friends’ who were out 
to say hello and greet us, and who left even 
happier with our precious dirham nestled in 
their pockets . The scenery was incredible and 
we went on a short hike through the beautiful 
woods and hills . This was exciting; however the 
prospect of visiting the souks was more exciting . 
Warned to stay in groups of no less than four we 
ventured into the chaotic market, with one goal 
in mind for many – football shirts . 

We also had the privilege of touring a rural 
Moroccan village and seeing what life was 
like there, which at that moment in time was 
tough as the part of Morocco we were in 
was experiencing a drought . Ploughing on 
through our journey we ate at a Moroccan meat 
restaurant only to find there were no toilets, just 
holes in the ground . As you can imagine many 
people who were ‘desperate’ held on . Camel 
riding was a completely new experience to us as 
we neared Marrakech again as we prepared for 
one final trip to the Souks . 

The day following gave us time to immerse 
ourselves in the culture of a Moroccan village . 
We helped make bricks for the villagers to use 
and saw a completely new side to the world 
we had been blind to on a tour of the location . 

Trips continued 
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Outward bound

CCF Dartmoor
Exhilarating, challenging and exhausting are 
three of many words that could be used to 
describe the week that eleven cadets from Year 
12 experienced in Dartmoor during the Easter 
holidays . 

Okehampton Camp, Dartmoor will be proud 
to boast that during the week it caused chaos . 
Many cadets become lost and confused as fog 
lowered visibility to 15 metres while walking up 
300m high tors, with one cadet following the 
South arrow on his compass instead of North .

But the week was not just walking through 
the hills of Dartmoor or navigation lessons; 
we had a day on a Royal Marines Commando 
base where we used their climbing wall and 

spent time on a high ropes course . In addition, 
we learnt to sail and windsurf as well as doing 
many a mud-slide to keep us warm as the icy 
chill of the Dartmoor wind began to descend 
across the water . Throughout the week we took 
part in a series of command tasks, the contents 
of which are classified; what I can tell you is that 
we spent a larger proportion of the exercise than 
I would have liked blindfolded .

The week presented many challenges, ranging 
from being first in line to the mess hall to 
spending 48 hours on the moor . However, 
this section is dedicated to a few heroes who 
rose to challenges given to them . Firstly, 
Francis Maynard who dedicated three hours 
to destroying a padlock which had become 
stuck on a locker and Rupert Vicary-Watts who 
managed to break it in about a minute . To James 
Woodroofe who during a command task scored 
a bonus point for flair by throwing a gold ball 
into a cup 15 metres away . Finally, to everyone 
who went on the trip, surviving the guidance of 
the supervising officers who would let us walk 
the wrong way for twenty minutes… and then 
tell us .

Jacob Bull

CCF Summer Camp
Putting the skills you learn into practice is what 
a CCF Annual Camp is all about . On 28th June 
the cadet force went to Penally Army Camp for 
a week of action-packed activities including rock 
climbing, kayaking and quad biking!

The purpose of such adventure training activities 
is to encourage cadets to work together in 
heightened situations, build confidence and 
have fun . Bare rock climbing and abseiling can 
only be described as awesome . Led by ex-
Special Service climbing instructors we had the 
privilege of an entire day climbing up and down 
two massive outcrops of granite rock . This was 
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followed by kayaking and raft building where in 
teams we competed against each other, racing 
and making sure (to the best of our ability) 
we stayed dry and didn’t end up in the drink, 
(unsuccessful for most) .

Now there is more to a camp than adventure 
training – of course a large proportion is 
dedicated to military training . This involved drill, 
shooting, navigation and, of course, a 24-hour 
exercise in the field where we would form our 
own platoons and perform battle drills and 
ambushes . Even though it sounds disciplined 
and hard work, this is my favourite part of CCF . 
The chance to command and live out in the 
Welsh country with your best mates, constantly 
ready to attack or defend against the enemy is 
something that will never get boring; and that’s 
before the adrenaline fuelled platoon attack on 
enemy positions; running here, there, all over 
the place making sure the troops are safe and 
putting enough rounds down to suppress the 
enemy and win the firefight! Nothing compares 
to it .

We also had opportunities to improve our 
marksmanship principles on the shooting 
ranges using the L98A2 GP cadet rifles . This 
was a brilliant day and everyone got stupidly 
excited about using real weapons alongside 
army regular soldiers . Our shooting training also 
included air rifle shooting, clay pigeon shooting 
and archery throughout the week . 

The mighty Skinners’ CCF couldn’t leave the 
camp empty handed . Throughout the week 
there had been a range of competitions between 
the different schools on camp which Skinners’ 
dominated, winning the drill competition, the 
navigation competitions, the best on exercise 
prize and the prize for being the best contingent . 
In the words of our SSI Wayne Preston “we 
were the bee’s knees .”

James Woodroofe 

Winter Survival in Finland 
In February 2014, twenty pupils, guided by 
Messrs Hardy and Pursglove, set out for 
Finland, just outside the Arctic Circle . Here we 
experienced temperatures dropping towards 
minus twenty degrees Celsius, but also had the 
chance to relax in a sauna reaching the positive 
one hundred degrees each night, whilst also 
being given the opportunities to learn multiple 
skills and take part in various activities involving 
a tough resolve and good use of teamwork . 

In our first couple of days, we were taught snow 
survival skills, for example orienteering through 
forests buried in snow over a metre deep, fire-
lighting with minimal gear and also ice fishing 
in the frozen lake nearby . We were also given 
the opportunity of cross-country skiing and 
embarking on a twenty kilometre snowshoeing 
trek, which was unbelievably hard work . 

For one night, we built our own snow-shelters, 
carved them out and slept in freezing cold 
temperatures inside these fragile structures, 
something that many will never get to experience 
in their lifetime . To close the week we hosted a 
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Philip Durrant and friend.

continued on page 49
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Above: Iceland Geography field trip

Below: Marle Place Art

Above: Harvard Model United Nations group.

Below: Iceland Geography field trip
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Above: Marle Place Art.

Above right: Year 7 
Bushcraft, Oxfordshire.

Right: Amsterdam trip.

Sport

Skinners_The Leopard 2014_v3 (7617).indd   42 19/02/2015   16:10



the
LeOPARD 2014 

43www.skinners-school.co.uk

Above: 1st XI v MCC.

Below: Tim Watts with Nathan Fawcett.

Above: Nathan Fawcett and Dom May.

Below: Dexter Gribble works out.

Sport
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Above: 1st XV v Judd.

Below: Mark Davey imparts words of wisdom.
Below: Senior rugby training.

Sport
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Above: Senior rugby 
training.

Right: 1st XI before 
MCC match.

Left: James Puxty, 
Kent and South 
of England Cross-
Country champion, 
England International.
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Top: 1st XI hockey in 
action.

Above: Will Colyer on 
the climbing wall.

Right: 1st XI hockey 
after defeating the 
Old Boys.

CCF 
Penally 2014
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CCF 
Penally 2014
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Below: Ready for major camp exercise.

Left: OC and 
retiring Senior 
NCOs.
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“Winter Olympics”, using the techniques that we 
had learnt throughout the trip before going to a 
reindeer farm for reindeer sledding . 

This trip was a fantastic opportunity to go 
to a place scarcely populated with perfectly 
untouched snow . We learnt so much from the 
week that if offered again, we would leap at the 
opportunity .

Philip Durrant 

World Challenge – Ecuador and 
the Galapagos Islands
For the second year running two groups 
travelled with World Challenge to Ecuador and 
the Galapagos Islands, rather than a report on 
the trip, this year we present some random 
jottings from John Burton, former deputy head 
at Skinners’, on overseas expeditions, written 
as the team flew home from what he presumed 
would be his final trip with the School . (We hope 
it isn’t – Editors) . These are:

The Thoughts of an Outward 
Bound Man
– In Mongolia can openers appear to be unknown 

– even a professional chef in her hotel kitchen 
will attack a tin with a large butcher’s knife .

– It is possible to travel in a minibus for days 
only following grassy tracks .

– Real blackberrying requires a machete to 
cut through fruitless areas, and to cut down 
branches for use as long hooks with which to 
pull in clusters of mature berries that are out of 
reach .

– Machetes are the poor man’s multi-tool, and so 
are used for digging lorries out of soft roadside 
banks of earth, hacking back concrete that 
prevents doors closing, and so on, as well as 
more obvious uses .

– Local women and children in flip-flops, even 
when carrying heavy loads, can travel faster 
over rough and slippery ground than well-shod 
World Challenge teams .

– Same for local men undertaking river 
crossings .

– When chasing balloons competitively, children 
can bounce off any surface apparently 
undamaged, no matter what part of their 
anatomy takes the blow .

– Produce a football and you’ll soon gain enough 
players for a game, even in a jungle clearing .

– Cricket can be played around 4500 metres, 
but it’s best to avoid quick singles; it is more 
difficult playing cricket at a reasonable height 
after sunset if you’re relying on head torches .

– Never judge what you can do later in an 
expedition on the basis of your first few days 
at altitude .

– The horses suffer at altitude too .

– A cold shower is better than no shower .

– It’s humid enough in the jungle to shave 
comfortably with cold water .

– Modern technology found that the Canarii 
worked out where the Equator is to within 200 
centimetres before being conquered by the 
Incas . The Europeans were wrong by over 200 
metres when they went to the same area in 
Ecuador over 1000 years later .

– If you’re crossing rivers all day, you don’t need 
to carry a day’s supply of water .

– It’s possible to see the Pacific and Caribbean 
from the same place .

– You can have a botfly egg incubating under 
your skin for week or even months, even if the 
doctor doesn’t believe you .

– Even the local guides are excited to see some 
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things: wild horses in Mongolia, Confidors 
in Chile, a small red bird in the Galapagos 
Islands, a pony surviving an attack by a snow 
leopard in the Himalayas .

– Local dogs are often desperate enough for 
attention and food to follow you to the top of 
a mountain and back, regardless of heat, rain, 
or even deep snow (but how do they survive 
outside the tourist season?!) .

– What’s said in a tent is broadcast far beyond 
the tent’s ‘walls’ .

– Dehydrated food needs loads of water and 
time to make a good meal .

– Avoid foods that stick tenaciously to Trangia 
pans .

– It’s a waste of money and energy (as well as 
food) to buy and carry food and then not eat it .

– Dry foods taste better with a sauce .

– It’s not difficult to make a good salsa sauce .

– Long drop loos can have sensational views .

– The Bristol Stool Index .

– Keep washing your hands .

– Get fit before you go .

– Don’t carry what you don’t need .

– Sealions and penguins are amazingly graceful 
– in the water .

– Giant tortoises might move slowly, but they 
are much faster than the small ones .

– The native American cockroach is so OCD 
about cleaning itself that humans have more 
bacteria in their mouths than on the whole 
cockroach . The European cockroach however, 
who of course has been taken around the 
world… 

– There’s all sorts of tarantulas, and they’re most 
easily seen walking around at night .

– Journeys can be much more interesting on 
cheap local transport than more expensive 
hired coaches .

– Some people can wipe out footholds all day .

– Much of the Third World appears more 
concerned to recycle than the developed 
world, despite being less equipped to act 
accordingly .

– It’s possible to be married with children, 
to have worked in a National Park for 13 
years, play brass instruments and guitar to a 
level where you can play Bach Interludes in 
between accompanying pop songs you don’t 
necessarily know, speak different dialects of 
English and Spanish and some French and 
German, know the flora and fauna of the 
Central American jungle and imitate accurately 
the different birdcalls – all by the age of 20 and 
without leaving your own country…and still be 
dependent on the lottery for a Green Card so 
as to be able to offer your children a better life

– It’s possible to know more than any PhD 
student about the cloud forests of Ecuador, 
including all the formal taxonomy as well as 
traditional uses, without having had a formal 
secondary education .

– It makes a difference if your snorkelling gear 
fits properly .

– Smiling and pointing can take you a long 
way – but not necessarily in the right direction 
(doesn’t anyone even take holidays in Spain 
anymore?) .

With grateful thanks to those who involved 
me initially and those I travelled with – pupils, 
teachers and expedition leaders – during 11 trips 
in the last 9 years .

John Burton
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Sport

Rugby
U12
The U12s had a baptism of fire for their 
rugby careers with an early fixture against 
Whitgift proving to be a challenge, with an 
overwhelming result of 61-5 showing the boys 
the standard that they should aspire to over the 
coming months and years . However, we reacted 
in a very positive manner as in all but one of 
the remaining 12 games of the season the result 
was decided by no more than 2 scores . 

Amongst the victories we should mention 
the resounding 53-10 points victory against 
Rochester Maths for the A team . Whilst the 
B team did manage to win half their games 
perhaps the most exciting game was the 10-7 
loss to Trinity School which was played at a high 
tempo with a high level of skill from both teams . 
The C team recorded 2 victories each by 2 points 
or less against St Olave’s and Rochester Maths . 
whilst many of the other games were lost by 
similar scores .  

Highlights of the season: Alex Thompson 
running the entire length of the pitch against 
Judd twice in successive matches; one of 
our (unnamed) props breaking through the 
Rochester line and giving out a small cheer, 
unfortunately tripping over his size 10 feet and 
ending up short . There was much laughter in the 
ruck that followed .

As is always the case with Year 7 rugby there 
was much movement amongst the teams as 
boys who have never played rugby before came 
to the fore during the course of the season and 
moved up through the teams . Whilst special 
mention must be made to the likes of Ollie 
Bingham, Alex Thompson and Joel Chung for 
their outstanding performances, we must also 

mention the likes of Dan Solomon, Dan Barber, 
Ben Rowe and Joe Evers amongst many others 
who, having not played rugby pre-Skinners’, 
have shown that they are likely to make major 
contributions to the success of the team in the 
future . In total we ran 6 teams from the Year 7 
cohort and everyone who played should be very 
proud of themselves in representing Skinners’ 
so early in their school life . Look out 1st XV, we 
are coming to get you!!

Toby Ponsford

U13
The U13 squad is proving to be one of the most 
successful teams in the school with 24 games 
played between the A and B team losing only 
a combined total of 8 . The A team in particular 
showed much improvement as they overcame 
losses from Year 7 and turned them into wins . 
One of these came against Whitgift when the 
team turned around a loss in Year 7 to defeat 

1st XV v Judd.
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them 14 – 7 this time around, which boosted the 
boys’ confidence for the season . Indeed this was 
almost repeated against Ravenswood as the boys 
recovered from a heavy defeat by 51-10 from the 
previous year, to lose narrowly 17-14 this year . 
The only other defeats were as a result of a sloppy 
performance against Chislehurst and Sidcup and 
a narrow loss to Dulwich in the National Cup who 
went on to share the overall trophy following 
a draw in the final . All-in-all a great season 
and special mention should go to captain Ben 
Chapman, Ollie Daniels who has been selected 
to attend Saracens Kent Elite training but also to 
Alex Nicholds, Jacob Turnham and Joel Goddard 
amongst a long list of boys who showed much 
improvement during the course for the year . A 
further special mention should be given to Vincent 
Bailey Ladd who suffered a bad knee injury which 
required an operation but has worked very hard to 
get him back into contention .

With any good A team there is usually a strong 
B team that helps to keep the A team squad 
members on their toes . This year group is no 
exception and under the leadership of Lucas 
Scully the side will continue to push the A team . 
The B team has a great team spirit and like their 
A team counterparts turned losses from last year 
into comfortable victories . The most notable 
performances were the victory against Langley 
Park having lost to them the previous year and 
the 97 – 5 victory against local rivals Bennett . 
The squad would like to say a special thanks to 
Rob Hunter who made a huge contribution to 
the spirit of the team but sadly left the country 
for a new life back in South Africa .

Rob Hardy

U14
Following 5 consecutive defeats early on in the 
season the U14A team showed great persistence 
to win 7 of their next 12 games including 4 

wins on the trot . The improvement almost 
helped the lads to reach the Kent Cup Final, but 
unfortunately they had to face a very strong 
Langley Park side in the semi-final . Special 
mention should go to Jonathan Shepherdson 
who captained the team but also to the Brinton 
brothers, Rory Holmes and Tom Howard for 
their great improvement they showed over the 
season .

The season consisted of 8 wins and 4 losses 
for the U14Bs, a tremendous team spirit and 
a great will to win . The team had an inspiring 
20-15 win over Judd in a game of controversy, 
fantastic tackling and skill, and it was thoroughly 
deserved . Even their losses consisted of some 
exceptional performances from both sides, 
losing all by less than a converted try, with 
the exception of Whitgift . But even that was 
not far off a brilliant game . But a season is not 
made without some outstanding individual 
performances, from the likes of Alfie Sandeman 
and Jamie Swain to name but a couple .

Harry Boorman

U15
The Under 15 rugby season was an 
overwhelming success saturated with positive 
results with many of them against our toughest 
opponents . Our first three results boosted 
team spirit with two huge victories and a 10-10 
draw against one of the best rugby schools in 
the country, Whitgift . Throughout the season, 
individuals shone whilst the team bonded 
enormously under intense coaching . A few 
disappointing losses mid-season allowed us to 
both improve our weaknesses and recognise our 
strengths which led to a promising 16-12 win 
against our rivals Judd . We then proceeded to 
defeat Judd School again in Round 5 of the Nat 
West Cup .

Sport continued 
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Our physicality, determination, hard-working 
attitude and clinical edge throughout the team 
are all attributes that ultimately allowed us 
to excel in every aspect of the game . Special 
mention must go to Jack Holden, Max McCabe 
and Charlie Stafford in the pack as well as Dec 
Sinclair and Cameron Wilson in the backs . 
These players are but a few of the outstanding 
contributors to the team’s success .

The B team showed that the A team squad 
should not take their places for granted as 
they inflicted some heavy defeats on the likes 
of Tonbridge School, Ravenswood and Sutton 
Valance, scoring more than 50 points on each 
occasion and out of the 3 losses all year they 
only narrowly lost to Cranbrook and Trinity .

Sam Grasby

U16
Overall a very promising season for the 
Skinners’ U16s, with some outstanding results . 
A disappointing initial squad size of 19 players 
did not detract from a successful season . No 
spirit was lost after an unfortunate heavy loss 

at the start of the season and, with strong 
leadership from Captain Pancaldi and faith 
in Coach Davey, only three further matches 
were conceded, none of which by more than a 
score . Mesmerising performances against the 
likes of Langley Park and Ravenswood, clever 
playmaking of Burgess, and intense physicality 
upfront from Slatter, Cureton and company 
have proven a solid foundation for both senior 
rugby as well as the Hong Kong/New Zealand 
tour of 2015 . The latter stage of the season saw 
some free-flowing sevens performances, with a 
tournament win at St Olave’s, beating teams to 
whom we had fallen earlier in the season; most 
enjoyable was an impressive 40 point victory 
over Judd – he who laughs last, laughs longest .

George Gomersall

Senior Rugby
The season proved to be one of frustration 
right from the beginning with injuries to the 
squad before the season had even started . 
Having said that a young side showed that 
with some hard work they will go on to have a 
very successful year next year . Charles Spence, 
Ruairidh Irwin and Tom Follows all showed 
great determination during the course of the 
year . The indications from the early part of the 
season suggested that this was going to be a 
very successful year following a 43-0 defeat of 
Langley Park and, despite the score line of a 43 
– 20 loss against Whitgift, the game was much 
closer than the score suggested . A 13-10 victory 
against a huge Ravenswood side who went 
on to reach the semi-final of the National Plate 
competition and a winning draw against Judd, 
gave further evidence that the season could be 
a strong year . However, the physicality of the 
games against a number of tough sides did take 
its toll on the squad and this seemed to tell the 
story of the season as many players picked up 
impact injuries against the bigger schools . This 

Sport continued 
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only goes to show that training hard before the 
season sets the tone for the rest of the year . 

After a rather bruising encounter with Tonbridge 
when we picked up further injuries the team 
then proceeded to lose the last five games of 
the season which included a loss to Dartford in 
the 5th round of the Nat West Schools Cup and 
a disappointing one point loss in the last game 
of the season to Rochester Maths . This was an 
extremely bitter end to what, in September, 
looked set to be a successful season . 

By contrast the 2nd team had a very successful 
run and only lost 2 close games during the 
course for the season with some excellent 
wins against Judd, Tonbridge and Trinity . That 
success and the return of the influential Will 
Edwards, the senior squad went into the sevens 
season with much optimism . A strong win in 
the St . Olave’s competition with a resounding 
50 point win in the final against Eltham College, 
who went on to win the Kent Cup, confirmed 
this belief . The next few tournaments then saw 
some squad rotation in order to identify the 
best squad to go forward into the Rosslyn Park 
Nationals . At Rosslyn Park, we duly won our 
group and then beat Clifton College in the final 
game of the day to qualify for the second day, 
something that the school hadn’t achieved in 
recent times . During the following day we were 
placed in another tough group, which consisted 
of the Perse School and KCS Wimbledon . 
Having defeated Perse by a score, we needed to 
win against KCS to progress to the semi-finals . 
Unfortunately we just fell short and lost by a 
solitary score having been 3 scores down at half 
time – a sterling performance . The result was 
further put into perspective as KCS Wimbledon 
went on to lose by just 3 points in the final . 
Overall the season had its highs and lows, but 
it should all prove to be a beneficial learning 
process for the future!

James Grasby

Hockey
This season has been one of growth and 
expansion for hockey . Firstly this year saw 8 
teams represent Skinners’, double last year’s 
turnout with a higher win ratio with 37% in 
comparison to 30%, and against relatively 
more challenging opposition . It could be said 
that Hockey at Skinners’ has enjoyed the most 
prosperous season in quite some time . But then 
again I would probably be somewhat biased 
in that respect . However with the first trophy 
secured in five years and with a plethora of 
Skinners’ boys now representing their counties; 
three of which are captain, the future is certainly 
bright for Hockey here at Skinners’ .

For Year 7, Hockey isn’t part of their curriculum, 
and for those to choose to play, it only 
constitutes half an hour, once a week, in terms 
of a lunchtime club bar a few who play at club 
level . However that didn’t stop 14 Year 7s who 
attended a Year 8 tournament to come away 
with the trophy . A remarkable achievement 
and further proof that Skinners can, and will, 
continue competing above their weight in terms 
of the current resources available . 

Sport continued 
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Meanwhile it is fair to say the U13A had a 
somewhat mixed year, though with a good 
victory against Sackville to finish the season on 
a high and a strong performance in the John 
Maylam Cup, there is room for optimism . As a 
team they were able to stay positive even when 
we were behind with encouragement coming 
from everyone .  This ensured that the scores 
were close even in the matches we lost .  With a 
bit more experience this team has the potential 
to be an extremely successful team . Special 
mention must go to Zac Brockman for his 
outfield play, Oscar Brown for his goal scoring 
and Charlie Letherby for some outstanding 
saves in goal .

Sam Ineson

U14 
The U14 hockey season was a success in many 
ways . The squad demonstrated a substantial 
improvement in ability and enthusiasm, driven 
by inspired coaching from Mr White and Mr 
Flower . As a result of this, the standard of hockey 
constantly developed and improved . The spirits 
in the team were enhanced by the competition for 
places, as proven by the rowdy minibuses on the 
way to training and matches . Challenging games 
against Rochester Maths, Beacon Community 
College, Sackville, and Borden Grammar showed 
that the team had great talent with Luke Bright, 
Oscar Hussey and Harry Kooiman all finding their 
way on to the scoreboards . Congratulations to 
Eoin Robinson and Harry Kooiman on gaining 
selection for the Kent Hockey side .

Luke Bright

U15 Hockey 
Despite not winning a game this season, the team 
showed guts and determination throughout . We 
often found ourselves playing against opposition 
who had much more experience than ourselves, 

which proved crucial . Considering some 
members of the team had only played limited 
amounts of time, they can be proud of their 
efforts . At the Firminger tournament, we narrowly 
lost out on getting past the group stages but put 
in some very creditable performances against 
very tough opposition .

Fred Lynam

Senior Hockey
It was certainly a far better year for the first 
team in comparison to the year before . The 
start of the season didn’t go according to plan 
though, losing to Churchers’ College meaning 
an early exit from the National Cup . However 
a subsequent team bonding session at the Raj, 
reversed our fortunes .  One, because we were 
the only first team that managed to beat Judd 
this year; secondly, because on league form, 
hockey has a far better record than rugby, with 
Mr Johnson’s men securing a win ratio of 56% in 
comparison to 33% from the rugby side .

We therefore travelled with optimism to the 
eagerly awaited Frank Mason invitational 
tournament, collecting the 20 best sides in Kent 
together . Given the strength of hockey in Kent, 
this meant some of the best sides in England . 
Frustratingly, placed in the ‘Group of Death’, 
it was always going to be a challenge for our 
boys . Losses against hosts King’s Canterbury, 
Norton Knatchbull, Duke of York’s and eventual 
tournament winners Simon Langton didn’t really 
tell the whole story though .

Special mention must go to the captain Josh 
Moor and the excellent Reece Kingham, Oli 
Woodcock, James Barnaby, Corentin Lindsay 
and Cameron Green, with the latter five all 
selected for their respective regional training 
squads . Furthermore, thanks must go to 
Mr Johnson for his time and dedication in 
developing the team .

Sam Ineson and Oli Woodcock
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Cricket
U12
The Year 7 cricket season got off to a flying start 
with a 9 wicket victory against Ravenswood and 
excellent performances from Ed Shepherdson, 
James Murphy, Ollie Bingham and Zac 
Braithwaite behind the stumps . The first four 
games all finished in victories for Skinners’ in 
similar vein but did include an exciting victory 
against Judd School by just 7 runs . After these 
victories the team suffered a couple of setbacks 
with a close loss to Rochester Maths School and 
a disappointing loss to Langley Park . Meanwhile 
the cup run continued with a 10 wicket victory 
against the Harris Academy which then left us in 
the semi-final against New Beacon who proved 
just too strong and the side fell short by 3 runs 
in an exciting game .

The Reigate 6 - a - side tournament brought 
the season to an end and in the group of 
death the side lost to Judd and Trinity but not 
without a fight . Some excellent batting from Ed 
Sheperdson and Ollie Bingham kept us in the 
hunt right to the death . Following on from the 
group stages, the teams were then placed into 
either the Cup, Plate or Bowl competitions . As 
a mark of the strength of the group each team 
progressed to the final of their respective events . 
Skinners lost a close final to Tiffin School but the 
boys can be very proud of their performances .

Paul Green

U13 
This was a very successful season for the U13s . 
In total the side only lost 2 games . Unfortunately 
these losses both came in semi-finals of the 
Kent Cup and Reigate 6s . The first game of the 
season was against Ravenswood and having 
dismissed the opposition cheaply, Skinners’ 

struggled when it came to batting but did scrape 
home by one wicket . This performance was 
repeated against the same opposition later in 
the season in a Kent Cup victory . After further 
victories against Rochester Maths and Langley 
Park, it was the semi-final against Judd School 
and having not scored enough runs, a fighting 
fielding performance, saw Skinners’ just fall 
short and the game was lost by 5 wickets .

Hopes were high for the Reigate 6s, that the 
bowling of Ollie Daniels and George Spice and 
the hard hitting of Chae McDonald-Gay along 
with the cultured stroke making of Hugh Jones 
could bring success . The early rounds suggested 
that it might just be our day with resounding 
victories against Reigate Grammar, Trinity School 
and St George’s Weybridge, but the side came 
unstuck against a spirited Howard of Effingham in 
the semi-final, losing by 6 runs . Unfortunately the 
potential of the side in their batting and bowling 
was never fulfilled at the same time; otherwise 
the two semi-final losses could easily have gone 
our way . If the lessons are learned then this side 
can expect success in the next few years .

Simon Jervis

Sport continued 
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U14 
The U14 team of 2014 had an excellent year, 
culminating in winning the County 20 over 
competition . In the final, Skinners’ made 103 
for 7 in their 20 overs, with useful scores from 
James Gardner, Hugo Williams, Oscar Hussey 
and Jed Wilton . Dartford reached 39 for 1, with 
some wide bowling leaving Skinners’ facing 
defeat . However, good catches by Harry Gripper, 
James Corner and Wills Humphreys, and some 
tight bowling by Oscar Brinton and Jonathan 
Shepherdson pinned them back and they lost 
wickets regularly until they needed 13 from the 
last 3 overs . Hugo Williams and Chris Bryant 
bowled accurately and Dartford were all out for 
94 with 5 balls left in the game . Alex Galloway 
contributed well in the run up to the final and 
Jake Brinton top scored in the semi-final .

In the rest of the season, one defeat against St 
Olave’s – disappointing as we were on top in 
a game that had to be abandoned because of 
rain – could be set against wins against Judd, 
Boys’ Grammar, Bennett, Ravenswood, Chatham 
House Grammar School from Ramsgate, Dover 
Grammar School and Langley Park  .

Jonathan Shepherdson captained the side 
excellently and among the highlights of the 
season was tight bowling from James Corner, 
who took 5 for 8 in the cup semi-final, and 
Hugo Williams’ 53 not out from 24 balls against 
Bennett . Chris Bryant shared wicket keeping 
duties with Oscar Hussey, both doing well, until 
we made use of Chris’s bowling . Alfie Sandeman, 
Tom Midgley, Antony Storkey and Adam Saad all 
played a part in some of the games .

In this year group, we also had 3 B team fixtures 
– against Judd, Boys’ Grammar and Sackville . 
These were all fine, games, with 3 good wins . 
Harry Viney and Harry Koimann captained and 
Lewis Newman was another player unlucky not 

to force his way into the A team . One highlight 
was Ryu Tsukada-Bright’s hat-trick (all bowled) 
against Judd – seen by many of the year group .

Chris White

U15
The season started well, with the team winning 
the first three matches against Sevenoaks, 
Ravenswood and Chislehurst & Sidcup, and 
advancing to the quarter-final stage of the county 
cup . Defeat to St . Olave’s started a run of 3 games 
without a win and ultimately cost us a chance to 
progress further when we were comprehensively 
outplayed by a strong King’s Canterbury side in 
the quarter final, losing by 70 runs .

Rob Pursglove

Senior Cricket
The 1st XI started their season earlier than 
usual, having entered the National 20/20 Cup . A 
regional group stage was first, held at Tonbridge 
School at the end of April . Our first game was 
against Sutton Valence, and having lost a 
couple of early wickets, Joe Banks and Dom 
May slowly started to rebuild the innings . With 
some good tight bowling and fielding from the 
opposition the 1stXI only managed to post 98, 
Dom May top scoring with 40 . In reply Skinners’ 
took a wicket in the first and then 7th over to 
leave Sutton Valence needing 57 of 11 overs . 
Some calm batting saw Sutton Valence reach 
the target with an over to spare . The afternoon 
game was against Sevenoaks, local rivals, and 
the boys seemed up for the challenge . Batting 
first Skinners’ posted 170 for 3 . Ben Fawcitt 
played a fine supporting role to Dom May, Ben 
scoring 35, but the star of the show was Dom . 
He scored 112*, one of the finest schoolboy 
innings I have witnessed . Power and grace saw 
the ball disappear to all parts of the ground . In 

Sport continued 
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reply Sevenoaks never looked like getting the 
score, finishing 130 for 5, with Charlie Stafford 
the star bowler .

This game seemed to be the story of the rest 
of the season, with the record being played 8 
won 7 lost one . A highlight is always the MCC 
game, and this again proved the case . It was 
a big ask from this year’s 1st XI to repeat the 
2013 success . Some fine bowling from Harry 
Woodmansee and Ben Fawcitt saw the MCC 
reach a moderate score of 249 . A steady start 
from the 1st XI, with Joe Banks the pick of 
the early batsmen scoring 31, presage a few 
quick wicket . Then Will Edwards come to the 
crease, and started to put the 1st XI in charge . 
A fantastic knock of 73 from 58 balls spurred 
on the others and Will Clark carried on where 
Will had started, smashing 39 not out and with 
Nathan Fawcitt saw the 1st XI win for a second 
year by 2 wickets .

They carried on winning beating Maidstone 
Grammar, Cranbrook and Gravesend to win 
their regional league . This meant a semi-final 
against Rochester Maths, who hadn’t lost all 
season and, having bowled Skinners’ out for 
92, were confident . What they hadn’t foreseen 
was the bowling attack that stepped up for 
Skinners . Wickets fell at regular occasions, 
with Charlie Stafford, playing 3 years above 
him taking 2 for 11, Woodmansee2 for 17 and 
the star man Will Edwards 4-14 and Rochester 
crumbled to 65 all out .

This meant a final against Cranbrook, who 
had three players back from the earlier defeat . 
Batting first Skinners’ scored a competitive 184, 
with Joe Banks 68 not out and Ben Fawcitt 54 . In 
reply Cranbrook started well scoring 72 before 
the first wicket, and another wicket at 73 . Their 
number 3 and 4 batted very well, both scoring 
50s, and saw Cranbrook home with a few overs 
to spare .

Overall the boys were superb, and it made for 
an excellent and enjoyable year . Dom May led 
the side superbly, and was backed up by Harry 
Woodmansee, Will Edwards, Ross Jefferies, Will 
Clark, Jorge Ehren, Tom Corner, Dan Corner, 
Ben Fawcitt, Nathan Fawcitt, Joe Banks, Griff 
Morgan, Charlie Stafford and Josh Moor . 

Tim Watts

Football
Following up a historic, championship-winning 
campaign was always going to be a demanding 
task for the senior footballers . Nevertheless, all 
players did themselves and the school proud 
after an excellent season in the North Kent 
league . The side tasted defeat on only four 
occasions and if it wasn’t for some frustrating 
drawn games along the way, they could 
have mounted another heroic title challenge . 
Highlights of the season included convincing 
victories over all four teams who finished above 
us in the league and another double win over 
our neighbouring school rival, St Gregory’s . 
Special commendations go to Joshua Williams 
for being the school’s top scorer and also to 
Henry Martin for his captaincy: a role model 
which the entire team looked up to . I would like 
to thank all the players for another memorable 
season and wish the Year 13 boys well as they 
leave for pastures new . The future looks bright 
for the Skinners’ 1st XI football progressing 
from strength to strength with each year . An 
undying sense of comradeship appears to define 
itself as a consistent trait among all Skinners’ 
sporting teams; something which the school can 
take great pride in – Floreat Sodalitas . (roughly 
translated as ‘Let fellowship flourish’) . 

Dan Gilby 

Sport continued 

Skinners_The Leopard 2014_v3 (7617).indd   58 19/02/2015   16:10



the
LeOPARD 2014 

59www.skinners-school.co.uk

the
leoPARD 2014 

Basketball
It was a great first season for the Skinners’ 
basketball team who assembled in early 
October . A motley crew of upper and lower 
sixth lads all fancying themselves as the next 
NBA star, the team soon bonded and had their 
first fixture against the Boys’ Grammar with 
an impressive win of 36-24 . The determination 
of the boys was evident with Weller taking the 
game to a new level, picking up enough fouls to 
result in a red card! Nevertheless, the Skinners’ 
boys persevered maintaining a comfortable lead 
throughout . 

The prospects lower down the school are very 
bright, with the U13s winning every game 
and triumphing in the West Kent League . An 
impressive 112-0 win against Mascalls and their 
continuing unbeaten run has already gained 
them the title ‘The Invincibles’, making this 
year’s U14s the team to watch . 

Henry Wheeler 

Athletics and 
Cross-Country
Athletics and cross-country continue to grow at 
Skinners’ with some fine individual and team 
performances in the lower years . Both the Year 
7 and Year 8 teams gained success in the Sports 
Hall Athletics Tournament, the year 7 boys 
gaining bronze and the Year 8 boys coming 
away with gold . 

The cross-country teams did exceptionally 
well as both the Junior and Intermediate 
Boys reached the regional finals . In the Junior 
Competition the team just missed out on 
qualification to the National Finals, finishing 
3rd overall . James Stoney was the pick of the 

squad finishing a very creditable 9th but ably 
supported by Harry Cohen, Cian Richardson, 
Clark Smith, Alfie Cubberley and Josh Martin . 
The Intermediate Boys finished a very creditable 
5th place in the regional final with James 
Puxty finishing 3rd overall, an exceptional 
performance considering he was a year 
young for the competition . Cam Wilson, Dan 
Seagrove, Oscar Hussey, Antony Storkey and 
Wills Humphries made up the squad (five of 
whom will be eligible to compete in the same 
competition next year) . 

James Puxty went on to represent Kent in 
the inter counties cup and was then selected 
to run for England in the Home Counties 
championship . 

The junior and intermediate boys also competed 
in the National Schools Athletics Cup . The 
intermediate boys did not make it past the 
county qualifiers as they finished 4th in their 
heat but there were some very creditable 
performances from Jack Whitaker in the 300m 
and James Puxty in the 1500m . The junior boys 
came second in their heat which qualified them 

Sport continued 
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for the regional B final . The improvement that 
was shown was outstanding improving their 
team points from 351 to 423 . Whilst this was 
not itself good enough to reach the National 
Final the score would have been sufficient to 
gain them a top 10 finish in the Nationals – an 
exceptional performance . David Fullbrook was 
the pick of the athletes throwing the seasons 
best 35m in the javelin, and he duly won the 
Victor Ludorum title .

Will Edwards

Swimming
There is an attempt to make swimming more 
of a popular sport at Skinners’ . This year we 
organised a team to take part in the Kent School 
Games, a competition where schools around 
Kent are encouraged to get their pupils taking 
part in the competitive side to swimming, 
already well-established at club level . This 
year Skinners’ had many successes in the Kent 
School Games including: 

Josh Martin in the 100m backstroke came 3rd, 
the senior relay team came 3rd, Josh Harrison 
came 2nd in the 100m freestyle with a time of 
57 .85, and Sam Hayes coming 4th in the 100m 
freestyle with a time of 59 .43 .

Josh Harrison

Individual 
Achievements 
Skinners’ has a plethora of skilled sportsmen 
from a wide range of sports that goes beyond 
the traditional sports of the school, and it is 
only fair that we celebrate those that achieve 
highly whether they have achieved that through 

the school or by their own out of school sports 
commitments . 

In Tennis, Zac Brockman and Clarke Smith both 
qualified for the county finals held at Bromley . 
From these finals only one boy and girl from 
each county goes through to play at Wimbledon 
in August culminating in 2 national champions . 
Zac managed to get through to the final match 
on the 6th July but was narrowly beaten; if he 
had won he would have gone through to play 
at Wimbledon . Clarke came 4th in the end and 
both boys have done themselves and the school 
proud with their efforts . 

In Badminton, Julian Cheung won the 
Hampshire Bronze U17 tournament leading 
to Julian bring graded silver to show his 
progression up the national rankings . 

The school’s international success in sailing has 
been embodied in Daniel Thorne-Large, selected 
as part of the British team of 8 boys (aged 14-
15) and competed in the Laser 4 .7 European 
Championships which took place in Norway at 
the end of July, along with over 200 boys from 
25 countries . 

Lastly but not least, a special mention to Tom 
Davies who won a bronze medal at the Junior 
Taekwondo European Championships . 

All these sportsmen have done their school 
proud and their achievements speak for 
themselves, whilst the school continues 
to support these boys in their sporting 
development and look forward to see what next 
years achievements may bring . 

James Woodroofe 

Sport continued 
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Parents’ Association News

The Skinners’ School Parents’ 
Association is set up to encourage 
closer links between boys 
home life and school. Our role 
is perhaps best known for fund 
raising events that provide an 
opportunity for parents, staff and 
the boys to get together.
Over the recent years the PA has raised over 
£100,000 contributing to the new Sports Hall, the 
purchase of a minibus and the installation of wi-
fi throughout the school .

The PA also supports the school on numerous 
occasions, from helping serve tea and coffee 
at events, such as the Careers Evening, sorting 
unwanted clothing for the Jumble Sale, to 
organising larger events where fund-raising 
takes precedence .

In the Autumn Term the PA organised the first 
of two discos for the boys in Years 7 and 8 . The 
disco is always a very popular event and it offers 
a safe and fun environment for the boys to 
socialise with other students from local schools . 
The Christmas Fair was one of the biggest fund 
raising events of the year . Open to the local 
community, it offered a great array of gift stalls 
and produce from the Farmers’ Market . The 
boys also ran games and activities in the Sports 
Hall, such as “Beat the Goalie” .

The Quiz night with Fish and Chip Supper, in 
March was very well attended . The questions 
covered a variety of topics from the more 
academic to out and out pop culture and was 
great fun as well as highly competitive!

In May, the Spring Ball was held in the School 
Dining Room . Tickets sold out very quickly and 
the guests were treated to a three-course dinner, 
disco and fund raising auction . This year the Ball 
raised over £10,000 .

Nicky Tebay – Chair 
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Christopher Hogwood 
Christopher Hogwood came to Skinners’ at 
the end of April 1958 from Nottingham High 
School, staying for two years . During his 
second year he was a prefect and a CCF Lance 
Corporal and it was at this time that I first met 
him . As a member of Atwell House it was his 
job to track down any musicians coming to the 
school and involve them in the annual House 
Music Competition . As a pianist and someone 
expressing interest in playing the pipe organ I 
was confronted by a rather tall imposing figure 
who was clearly a music enthusiast . His younger 
brother, Jeremy, a cellist, and Christopher were 
an effective but friendly double pronged attack 
force!

However by his own confession later in life 
he never took music that seriously during 
his school years . It was not until he went to 
Pembroke College, Cambridge that music 
took over his life . At one stage he returned to 
Skinners’ to give a harpsichord recital to some 

Obituaries

of us . I remember him playing music by Purcell 
with so many ornaments and decorations that I 
genuinely thought they might be mistakes! 

Together with some friends and David Munrow 
he set up the Early Music Consort of London 
that continued until Munrow’s tragic early 
death in1976 . The group worked with the BBC 
to produce themes for Elizabeth R and the Six 
Wives of Henry VIII .

Thereafter he was involved with various groups 
but chiefly Neville Marriner’s Academy of St 
Martin in the Fields . However in 1973 he decided 
to form the Academy of Ancient Music, a title 
adopted from an 18th century group which met 
in the Crown and Anchor pub in the Strand . 
He continued as the Director of the Group until 
2006 . In 2010 he was appointed as Professor of 
Music at Gresham College .

Christopher was a pioneer who brought to our 
attention unfamiliar music and less mainstream 
composers, but perhaps more importantly 
different ways of presenting famous works . 
One of his early performances of the Messiah 
by Handel featured Emma Kirkby and a much 
reduced cast in such a way that the whole thing 
was barely recognised by choral societies of the 
time with their massed choirs and large heavy 
sounding orchestras . 

To say that Christopher Hogwood changed 
the way that music is performed, received and 
understood would be an understatement . He 
made countless recordings with the Academy 
of Ancient Music but was as much a scholar 
combining his research with performances 
of high quality . The music world will be the 
poorer for his parting but his contribution to 
the performance practices of early music will 
be seen as a highly influential moment that will 
inform music practitioners of future generations .

Chris Harris (Atwell 1959- 1966)
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Alf Sinfield 1920-2014 
Alf Sinfield was the youngest of the five children 
and the only boy . After his mother died giving 
birth to a sixth child who was stillborn, CSM 
Alfred Sinfield Senior left the Regular Army and 
resided in Yorkshire as a single parent family 
long before it became fashionable . 

From his local grammar school, Alf earned his 
place at University College, Oxford . In addition 
to this excellent academic achievement, 
especially given the circumstances of his 
childhood, Alf also captained the School Cricket 
and Football teams, played 1st XV Rugby and 
was made Head Boy .

Upon leaving school in 1939, came the outbreak 
of World War 2, and Alf signed up for the 8th 
Army, serving for four years in North Africa and 
later Italy . For his exploits, Alf was ranked up to 
Sergeant three times . . . read into that what you 
will . 

Within the space of a year after the war Alf 
married his childhood sweetheart, wnt to 
university and had his first child . Alf graduated 

with a BA in English and took up a job teaching 
English here, at Skinners’ . Alf worked for 37 
years with empathy, enthusiasm, distinction, 
wry humour and, when necessary, firmness until 
his retirement in 1985 .

More to his role as a teacher, Alf dedicated his 
time to improving the number of Skinners’ 
boys that went on to Oxbridge, and with the 
help of the like-minded Cecil Beeby, since 1957 
there has been a steady trickle of Skinners’ to 
both Oxford and Cambridge . Alf also tried to 
encourage the not so bright boys, who had been 
written off by his colleagues, to leave Skinners 
with an O level in English Language, if nothing 
else . He also ardently protested against the 
governors’ wishes to turn Skinners into a fee-
paying school .

Alf passed away peacefully in his home in 
Pershore in 2014 . He will be remembered and 
celebrated for his outstanding contribution to 
the school but also his enthusiasm for life . 

Harry Straw

Alf Sinfield, pictured far left, 
middle row with the 1959  
1st XV.
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Old Skinners’ Society – 
Secretary’s Report
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Membership
This year we lost three of our committee 
members . Roger Fitzwater, a former deputy 
headmaster, suffered a stroke that badly affected 
his left side: he is on a long road to recovery . 
Richard Lambert had just emigrated to live in 
Brazil . Chris Utting has decided not to stand for 
re-election . Roger for many years edited the 
newsletter, which was originated by Syd Belcher 
as Syd’s Snippets . Richard was Tony Holding’s 
predecessor as Membership Secretary . All three 
are Past Presidents and we thank them all for 
their contributions .

The system of co-opting two appointed 
representatives from the Sixth Form has continued 
to work well . Thanks go to Dan Ingman and Ben 
LaTrobe for fulfilling this role so effectively and 
we wish them success and good fortune in their 
chosen routes of higher education .

The Committee was unanimous in the 
appointment of the widows of two senior 
teachers, namely Jo Taylor and Muriel Belcher, as 
Honorary members in recognition of their interest 
and support to the Society over many years .

Communication
Of major significance has been the increasing 
use of the Raisers’ Edge database . We are 
now sending out about two-thirds of our 
communications electronically including 
newsletters edited and produced by Camilla 
Nichols, the Development Director at the School . 
We are also fully linked with the School website .

Shooting
Tony Holding held the shooting competition in 
January that was won by the Old Boys with the 
shield going to Henry Gibson, a member of the 
Upper Sixth at the school .

Hockey
Matt Wilkey got the hockey match underway 
in March that was just won by the School . To 
facilitate availability for the Old Boys it is hoped 
to move next year from a Wednesday afternoon 
to a Friday evening, with 27 March provisionally 
booked .

Past Presidents’ Dinner
This took place at the Spa Hotel in April . Again 
a very successful occasion, though thanks are 
again due to John Andrews for identifying The 
Tunbridge Wells Hotel on the Pantiles as an 
attractive alternative, without the burden of 
contractual penalties .

Leopards’ Day 2014
An excellent AGM and lunch, while the Braggins 
Cup was seized 5-4 by the Old Boys’ team in the 
annual football fixture at Southfields .

Hog Roast 
A good number of Old Skinners attended this 
very convivial event that celebrates A level 
results and links the Upper Sixth to the future as 
old boys of the school .

Re-dedication of the Memorial 
Stone
In September, Old Skinners attended a re-
dedication ceremony for the memorial stone 
from its old home in the Memorial Pavilion 
(demolished in 2012) to its new home at the 
entrance to the School .
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Annual Dinner 2014
Over 100 Old Boys attended this event in 
October, providing another evening of good 
company and reminiscence from a wide 
spectrum of Old Skinners . Tony Holding received 
the award for leopard of the Year, to mark 
his 60 years association with the school and 
particularly his sterling serviced with the CCF 
and the OSS .

Barry Tester – Secretary 

Old Skinners’ Society – Secretary’s Report continued 
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Development Office News
Camilla Nichols – Development Director
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2013/14 has been another 
busy year for the Development 
Office. Skinners’ increasing 
admission numbers and a new 
(but refreshing!) perspective 
from the Headmaster and Deputy 
Headmaster has led to a rethink of 
the Old Gym development. 
Together with former Old Boy Tim Bell, we 
are forging ahead with plans for an iconic but 
functional building – perhaps less ostentatious 
than before – but every bit as worthy to stand 
alongside the architectural brilliance of Main 
School .

Plans for the new Arts building, along with 
our application to build an all weather hockey 
pitch at Southfields are with Tunbridge Wells 
Planners, and if we are successful it promises to 
be an even busier 2015 .

The Development Office continues to foster 
the link between Old Boys, the Old Skinners’ 
Society and School . We have been delighted to 
welcome back a steady stream of former pupils 
of all ages, rekindling old (but hopefully fond) 
memories of their time at Skinners’ . Old Boys 
have also provided a rich source of speakers for 
the Civics programme for which we are grateful .

It was under sad circumstances that the 
Development Office took over as editor of the 
Old Skinners’ newsletter at the beginning of 
the year, following Roger Fitzwater’s illness . 
However, greater access to on-line technology 
has meant that we can reach a wider audience 
(Society members and non-members) whilst 
reducing our postage costs and carbon footprint . 

The Society now has an active presence 
on Facebook with its membership growing 
threefold . The sharing of anecdotes and pictures 
has become a living archive of pupils’ time at 

Skinners’, plus there is always the obligatory 
catch up on the schools’ sporting results and 
achievements .

Underpinning all this activity is the quest to 
secure grants and additional funding to benefit 
current and future pupils . We have had a 
number of successes this year, but my thanks 
have to go to the wider Skinners’ community 
who tirelessly support initiatives such as Grow 
Your Tenner and continue to honour their 
pledges for the Sports Hall appeal and Astroturf 
fund . I am also minded to thank those that not 
only support us financially, but kindly donate 
items to the school archive and remind us of the 
rich history of Skinners’ .
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Head Boy’s Speech to the 
school at Skinners’ Day
We often find ourselves in life at 
a crossroads, and it is at one of 
these that we find ourselves now, 
both as members of the school, 
and as individuals. When we 
choose which path we wish to 
take, whether that is the growth 
of the school, or the choices we 
make upon leaving Skinners’, it 
is important to reflect on how we 
have reached the point where we 
now stand, and to give thanks to 
those around us who have helped 
us to make these decisions. 

James Miller

Our first proper thank you goes to the 
teachers, for the tireless work they put into 
the school . We place a lot of trust as students 
in the ability of our teachers, and at Skinners’ 
that trust is well founded . But it isn’t only the 
academic side of the school that the teachers 
bring to life . Whilst encouraging me to put 
on make-up and wear a skirt to ‘really look 
the part’ for a high school musical dance act 
weren’t exactly the first things that sprung to 
mind when I thought of joining Skinners’, I 
think that they demonstrate the enthusiasm 
with which the staff tackle all aspects of life at 
the school . 

continued overleaf
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Unsung heroes
Give thanks also to those often unsung heroes 
of the school, such as the caretakers, Bursar and 
office staff, who put countless hours behind the 
scenes in order to keep the school alive .

Give thanks to your parents, for the help they’ve 
given you over the years . Whilst they aren’t as 
good at helping you with your Maths homework 
in Year 13, your parents have put in time and 
effort to help you survive school as best you can . 
My parents spent many hours helping me build 
cells out of old shoeboxes for Year 7 science 
projects, driving me into school at ungodly 
hours of the morning for day trips to Germany 
and helping with my subject choices . Think, for 
a moment, of everything that your parents have 
done to help you, whether that’s been your chef, 
your bank or your taxi . 

Give thanks to the governors, that group of 
people who work behind the scenes for us, 
silently improving the school without ever 
asking for thanks . But thank them nonetheless . 
Their work has helped us no end and deserves 
our recognition .

The School’s Community 
I’ve used the word Skinners’ in this speech 
more times than I can count, but I feel it is 
important to look at what it really represents . 
Of course we have Skinners’, the school, of 
which I remain immensely proud to be a part . 
We have Skinners’, the company, without which 
the school would not exist, nor have thrived . 
It is testament to the hard work the Company 
puts into education that they have nurtured so 
many fine schools, as well as Judd . But I believe 
most importantly, we have Skinners, young men 
who form a part of the school’s community . The 
school does a lot in shaping the students who 
pass through, and I have seen a drastic change 

from the shy Year 7s my friends and I were, 
sitting here in 2008 . I’ve also begun to recognise 
traits that all Skinners, past and present, share . 
We share a commonality in many of the ways 
that we act, in the things we say and the choices 
we make . Skinners’ becomes very much a part 
of who we are during our years here, and will 
remain part of us for years to come . 

Thanks to friends 
But students also do a lot to shape the school . 
I personally would like to thank each and every 
one of you sitting in front of me, for giving 
Skinners’ all of the quirks which make school 
an enjoyable experience . From the bastion of 
masculine pride that is Knitting Club to the 
impassioned speeches of Debating Society, 
students bring the school to life . For all the 
praise we give to the ‘schoolhouse by the lew’, 
I feel as much is due to those who work and 
learn within it, and turn Skinners’ from tradition, 
bricks and mortar into a living, breathing 
community . Give thanks to your friends for their 
help, even those friends who remind you about 
the homework just a few minutes too far into 
lunch . Skinners’, like any community, lives and 
thrives on the strength of the bonds we make 
with those around us, bonds which we hope will 
last well beyond our time as pupils . So, finally, 
give thanks to the school itself, and give thanks 
that you yourself are a Skinner . The school has 
a rich past, and an even richer future, thanks 
to the successes of the Skinners’ boys that we 
are here today to celebrate . And remember no 
matter where you go in life, part of you will 
always be a Skinner .

James Miller

Head Boy’s Speech continued 
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University destinations

Key: 
* Top 30 ranked university by The Times or Guardian

** University ranked outside top 30, but course ranked in top 10 in the UK

University Name Subject Year
Aberystwyth Bolam, N Marketing 2014
Aston Lallu, S Sociology 2014
Bath* Andrews, G Modern Foreign Languages 2014
Bath* May, D Electronic Engineering 2014
Bath* Nicol, H Economics 2014
Birmingham* Hicks, A Geography 2014
Birmingham* Keeley, B Natural Sciences 2014
Birmingham* Martin, H Geography 2014
Birmingham* Newman, J Geography 2014
Birmingham City** West, Z Sound Engineering and 

Production
2014

Bournemouth Harker, J Design Engineering 2014
Brighton Ceross, S Psychology 2014
Brighton Farish, M Geography 2014
Bristol* Brett-Day, F Archaeology and Anthropology 2015
Bristol* Carter, S Law 2014
Bristol* Grant, A Anthropology 2014
Bristol* Hill, S Geography 2014
Bristol* Ingman, D Civil Engineering 2014
Bristol* Newton-Atkins, D Physics 2014
Bristol* Sheppard, M Computing 2014
Bristol* Smith, D Aerospace Engineering 2014
Bristol* Wedmore, Q Animal Behaviour 2014
Bristol* Woodmansee, H Chemistry 2014
Brunel Gribble, D Business Management 2014
Cambridge (Gonville and Caius)* Ahmed, M Law 2014
Cambridge (Robinson)* Breathwick, B HSPS 2014
Cambridge (Queen’s)* Corner, D Engineering 2014
Cardiff* Ehren, G Journalism 2015
Cardiff* Shotton, R Politics and International Relations 2014
Cardiff* Withers, I English and Contemporary Media 2014
Dundee Attwood, C Geography 2014
Durham* Comer, J Chemistry 2014
Durham* Maskell, L English Literature 2015
Durham* May, N Earth Science 2014
Durham* McCaul, A International Relations 2014
East Anglia* Mundy, C Scriptwriting and Performance 2014
European School of Osteopathy Skinner, A Osteopathy 2014
Exeter* Hopper, I Engineering and Management 2014
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Exeter* Lamb, C Geography 2014
Exeter* Lay, C Biochemistry 2014
Exeter* West, T Politics and International Relations 2014
Exeter* Willetts, H Maths 2014
Falmouth University Flower-Williams,J Journalism 2014
Glasgow* Axworthy,G Politics 2014
Hertfordshire Dewey, C Accounting and Finance 2014
Hull Wright, G History 2014
Hull and York** Brothwood, D Medicine 2014
Imperial College, London* Le Vine, C Chemistry 2014
King’s College, London Davies, J Physics 2014
Kent** Brooks-Kent, H English and American Literature 

and Creative Writing
2014

University Pavol Josef Safarik (Kosice) Khalesi, D Medicine 2014
Lancaster* Stannard, B Medical Engineering 2014
Leeds* Durrant, M Geography 2014
Leeds* Outram, R Geography 2014
Leeds College Of Music Kilmanski, N Music 2014
Leicester* Hampton, L Computer Science 2014
Liverpool* Page, E Avionics 2014
Liverpool John Moores Parfitt, S English 2014
Loughborough* Edwards, W Maths 2014
Loughborough* Wright, T Human Biology 2014
Manchester* McCarthy, D History and American Studies 2015
Manchester* Prescott, N History 2014
Manchester* Thallon, G Management 2014
Manchester* Thomas, C Physics 2014
Manchester* Weller, F Classics 2014
Newcastle* Melville, H Medicine 2014
Newcastle* Sinclair, B History 2014
Northampton Moor, J Sport and Exercise Science 2014
Nottingham* Ashworth, S Business Management 2014
Nottingham* Britton, J Medicine 2014
Nottingham* Young, P Maths 2014
Oxford (St . John’s)* Ford, M History and Economics 2014
Oxford (Oriel)* La Trobe, B History 2014
Oxford (St . Hilda’s)* Luckett, C English Language and Literature 2014
Oxford Brookes Burbidge, C Engineering 2014
Oxford Brookes Skinner, H Business Management 2014
Plymouth Parker, D Biomedical Science 2014
Queen’s Belfast** Manwaring, R Civil Engineering 2014
Reading* Clark, W Law 2014
Reading* Dining, C Geography and Economics 2014
Reading* Haider, S English 2014
Reading* Hunt, D Geography 2014

University destinations continued 
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University destinations continued 

Royal Holloway* Armstrong, C Physics 2014
University of Houston (Royal Holloway*) Augustine, J Science (Mechanical Engineering) 2014
Royal Holloway* Gibson, H History 2014
Royal Holloway* Paine, T History 2014
Sheffield* Balfour, D Aerospace Engineering 2015
Sheffield* Collins, O Geography 2014
Sheffield* Midcalf, T Physics 2014
Sheffield* Mitchell, S Philosophy 2014
Sheffield* Moller, V International Politics 2014
Southampton* Goodchild-James, D Geography and Geology 2014
Southampton* Roche, D Electrical Engineering 2014
Southampton* Scriminger, O Physics 2014
SOAS* Martin, B Turkish and Arabic 2014
St Andrew’s* Bruce-Smythe, B Geography 2014
St Andrew’s* Leeming, B English and Modern History 2014
Sussex* Brooker, J International Business 2014
Sussex* Brown, C Physics 2014
Sussex* Croft, E Psychology 2014
Sussex* Curtis, S Politics 2014
Swansea Goring, J Physics 2014
Swansea Jenkins, N Mechanical Engineering 2014
University of the Creative Arts Adams, G Computer Gaming 2014
UCL* Bhatia, S Medicine 2014
UCL* Buttle, R Law 2014
UCL* Dagnall, J History 2014
UCL* Daly, M Geology 2014
University of West of England Dall’Occo, J History 2014
Warwick* Flatman, D Physics 2014
York* Richardson, L Economics 2014
York* Sukumaran Physics 2014

Armitage, D – Employment

Corner, T – Apply 2015

De Carle, J – Apply 2015 

Earley, C –  Employment

Hapgood-Filler, J – Apply 2015

Hampton, R – Resits 

Harris, D – Employment

Ineson, S – Apply 2015 

Jackson, C – Apply 2015

Jeffries, R – Employment

Knudson, J – Apply 2015

Newton, N – Apply 2015

Nicholls, T – Employment

O’Connell, R – Employment

Rawley, F – Employment

Rusbridge, T – Drama School

Spence, C – Apply 2015

Turner, Z – Employment

Whittaker, H – Apply 2015

 

Other leaver information
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Intelligent Design Fast Turnaround Warm Welcome

We are Summit, a graphic design agency based in the heart of 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Established in 1994, we offer over  

20 years’ expertise in creative concept development,  
print management, branding, copywriting and digital design.

Intelligent Design

EVENT INVITATION 

A GIFT FROM HM TREASURY
How you can benefit from the Patent Box tax regime

Looking after the backbone of Britain

Business Health Select  

Private healthcare for

small and medium businesses
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The Skinners’ School
St John’s Road

Tunbridge Wells
Kent TN4 9PG

Tel: 01892 520732
Fax: 01892 549356

Email: enquiries@skinners-school.org.uk
Website: www.skinners-school.co.uk
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