
THE SKINNERS’ SCHOOL
Newsletter – April 2018

Enjoy perusing our latest newsletter with its focus on intellectual enrichment in particular. It 
has been a busy winter and we now look forward to some dryer and warmer weather. I hope all 
members of the school community have enjoyed a relaxing and refreshing Easter break.

Edward Wesson



The Year 11 trekking team who spent the half term week on the edge of Arctic Circle learning, 
amongst other things, the joys of ice fishing, snow shoeing and igloo building.

HALF TERM TRIP TO FINLAND



SENIOR DRAMA PRODUCTION 
OF “ROAD”  

The Thomson 

Theatre was 

transformed into 

poverty stricken 

north-west 

England for Jim 

Cartwright’s 

acerbic but funny 

interpretation of 

Thatcher’s Britain. 

This was  a superb 

production and 

Carlo Villa, taking 

the lead as 

Scullery, was 

exceptional. 

Another triumph 

for Claire Fenton 

and her hugely 

loyal team.



Charles Nicholson is pictured making his debut on the RAF’s 
section’s new flight simulator. Paid for by the Old Skinners’ 

Society and the Parents’ Association, it is proving to be 
alarmingly realistic as well as very popular.



YEAR
FIRST 
NAME

LAST 
NAME

Scored Best In Year

8 Nic Lehmann 104 Yes

10 Asher Beckett 97 Yes

11 Joe Hawthorne 94 Yes

11 James Murphy 93

11 Siyan Patel 93

11 Pierre Lefebvre Du Prey 92

10 Daniel Heatherwick 92

9 James Quill 92 Yes (tied)

9 James Middleton 92 Yes (tied)

91 Skinners’ students once again took part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge. mostly top set 
mathematicians from Years 9, 10 and 11, plus 6 students from Year 8.

Highlights:

- Top score in School and Olympiad Qualifier: Nic Lehmann in Year 8 (104 points)
- 33 other students got through to the second Kangaroo Round (15th March)

- 81 of the 91 achieved certificates (34 Gold, 33 Silver, 14 Bronze)

- Top Individual Scores can be seen below

INTERMEDIATE MATHS CHALLENGE 
SUCCESS



Run by a group of local School Librarians, the

SESTBA is now in its 12th year: since the Autumn

Term, members of our two book groups have

read and then met once a fortnight in the Library

to discuss the five books on the shortlists. Over

the months we’ve enjoyed some lively

discussions about the merits (& sometimes

flaws) of the contenders and on Tuesday 27th

March ten of our book group members joined

pupils from the other participating schools for

the Award Ceremony at Kent College, Pembury.

There were fancy dress and alternative book

cover competitions judged by sponsor AXA and

the two short-listed authors who were guest

speakers on the evening: Juno Dawson and

Patrice Lawson spoke about what inspires them

to write and how they go about the process, from

initial ideas to research of characters, places and

situations beyond their personal experience.

After a break for refreshments and an

opportunity to browse the bookstalls and spend

the book vouchers given to attendees, Patrice and

Juno took part in a fascinating Q&A session: as

always, there were more questions than there

was time, since we had to get on to the event

finale - the announcement of the winner in each

category.

There was general delight in the Skinners’ camp

when Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell was

named winner in the Teen Category, whilst The

Art of Being Normal by Lisa Williamson was the

runaway winner of the YA award.

We’re already thinking about themes for next

year’s award & will be finalising the 2019

shortlists before the summer holidays. Once the

theme has been chosen, we’ll be looking for

suggestions for the shortlist, so if you have read

an amazing book recently that you think would

be suitable, let us know and we’ll put it forward

for consideration!

Cate Deller and Tam Weaver

SOUTH EAST SCHOOLS 
THEMED BOOK AWARD 2018 

(SESTBA)

Patrice Lawrence and Juno Dawson 

Fancy Dress 
contenders



A team of Year 12 students visited Washington during the February term break.  This this was the 

second MUN trip following the first in January to Harvard – MUN in the USA has thus involved over 

50 Skinners’ students this year.



A strong Sussex side 

dominated the game, 

especially through the 

forwards and won the 

game fairly 

comfortably 34-5. 

Dan has gone from 

strength to strength 

over the last year, and 

we look forward to 

seeing him earn more 

representative 

honours in the coming 

years.

RUGBY 
HONOURS

Daniel Newman 

represented Sussex U15s 

versus Middlesex in March.  

Starting in the 1st XV Dan 

played second row for the 

whole game.  He was a key 

player, winning 100% of 

lineout that was thrown to 

him and carrying the ball 

well into contact.



Skinners’ Back
on Top!

Skinners’ recently entered two teams for the 2018 
Inter Schools Climbing Competition which was held at 
Boulder Brighton, West Sussex.

With 20 schools entered, two trophies were up for 
grabs; one for junior students under the age of 16yrs, 
the other for senior students over 16yrs.
Skinners’ managed to get both junior and senior teams 
through the preliminary rounds and into the finals.
Our junior finalists (Josh Chillington, Alex Maltby and 
Ben Evans) performed brilliantly and finished as 
runners-up behind Hurstpierpoint College. The 
competition for this age category was particularly 
strong, with a number of GB squad members 
competing.

Our seniors (Dan Johnston, Tom Donno and Satoshi 
Purkiss) went one better winning a closely fought 
final, with Lancing College and Hurstpierpoint College 
finishing in second and third places respectively.
Huge thanks to Hus for training us and to the Bursar, 
Mr Johnston for transporting us. 

Dan Johnston.



This term in STEAM with Mr Moore, Year 8 have been 
exploring how green woodworking techniques could 
be used to engineer sustainable homes in a post oil 
society.  After studying numerous case studies and 
woodland management techniques such as coppicing, 
the boys have been constructing sample roofing 

panels using axes and froes to create chestnut 
shingles, as well as weaving lime and hazel rods to 
create a framework for a wattle and daub wall panel. 
Mr Moore is slowly working up the courage to begin 
the mud/clay mixing and application to complete the 
wattle and daub. Apologies for any muddy boys! 

YEAR 8 LEARN SUSTAINABILITY 
TECHNIQUES



Jack Field from Year 11, pictured below wearing his 5 medals, competed at the Welsh
Stillwater Lifesaving Championships in January. Jack secured gold medals in every individual event, 5
in total: a wonderful achievement as he still has one more year in his age group.

Jack also won a bronze, a silver and a gold medal in the 3 relays, before travelling to Glasgow in Friday
March to compete in the RLSS National Speed Championships 2018.

Also pictured is Daniel Pascall from Year 7 who won the Sussex U13 Indoor 60m sprint in February.
Dan also opens the bowling for Sussex at U12 cricket, so we look forward to an extra yard of pace this
summer!

SPORTING 
ACHIEVEMENTS



Year 13 Business Studies students visited the National Theatre, where we were fortunate to be given
a private behind the scenes tour before watching the award-winning play Network, a satirical drama
starring Academy Award nominee Bryan Cranston. The experience was extremely interesting,
educational and informative . Many thanks to Mr Walsh for organising this excursion.

Finn Law

NATIONAL 
THEATRE 
TRIP



A level Art students spent a chilly 
weekend in Berlin in February, preparing 
for their Art exam and coursework. On 
Saturday we visited the Berlin Wall 
Memorial Museum, a section of the Berlin 
wall running under one of the 
government buildings. This was a good 
start for students to gain an insight into 
the history of the country and city. 

We then made our way to Design 
Panoptikum – Surreal Museum of 
Industrial Objects. This quite 
extraordinary museum is a private 
collection of industrial objects composed 
in unusual arrangements to give a highly 
surreal experience. We were given an 
intensely animated tour by the owner 
who was also an artist/photographer. The 
tour was fascinating and the photographic 
opportunities excellent.

Finally we made a visit to the Hamburger 
Bahnhof Gallery. This converted railway 
station houses an impressive collection of 
Modern Art.

On Sunday we visited the East Side 
Gallery, Memorial to the Murdered 
Jews, Berlinische Galerie, Jewish Museum. 
The highlight was the Reichstag Art and 
Architecture Tour,. This tour of the 
German government’s central building 
was a real winner. The tour guide was 
highly informative and the works of Art 
thought provoking. It was topped off by a 
walk around the Norman Foster dome on 
the room terrace. - a stunning sight itself 
affording an excellent view of the 
surrounding city. 

On Monday we rounded off the trip with 
the Bauhaus Museum, which contained a 

striking photography exhibition.

Leo Hillier

A LEVEL ARTISTS VISIT BERLIN



The final two days of term saw 
groups of Year 9 students take part 
in a project to create a Old 
Skinners’ Sculpture Garden. Over 
the two days they made a four 
metre dome, some woven willow 
balls and a fedge (a fence hedge). 
They learnt about sustainable 
materials and how they can be 
used in building structures. 
They also got quite wet!

WILLOW 
WEAVING 
WORKSHOP


