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Mr Coltella, Mr Montgomery & Mr Johnston once again took a group of delegates 
to take part in Harvard MUN in Boston, USA. 
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On the front cover the 
Empire State Building 
provides a striking backdrop 
to a group photo for the 
Harvard MUN team. The 
week in the US was as busy 
and energising as ever, 
giving students a unique in 
sight into international 
politics and the cultural and 
sporting life of the world’s 
most powerful nation. Jay 
Smalley and Dan Johnston 
were commended for their 
work on the Security 
Council, and Dom Rigby and 
Jacob Turner  for their work 
with the Historical Security 
Council. 
Many thanks to Messrs 
Coltella, Johnston and 
Montgomery for 
accompanying the trip. 
Another Year 12 group is 
currently in Washington at 
NAIMUN, another highly 
prestigious conference. 

Welcome to our third newsletter of this school year, giving 
you a glimpse of the variety of activity at the school. This 
term has seen the Senior Production of Road – a marvellous 
insight into a 1980s north west England town, ravaged by 
economic decline. It has also seen two groups travel to the 
US to Model United Nations conferences and has seen the 
hockey and cross-country season get into full swing. But 
there is much more too. Enjoy! 
Edward Wesson 



14 cadets from Skinners’ CCF RAF Section took part in the CCF Air Squadron Trophy competition at RAF 

Halton in Buckinghamshire earlier this month. This was a two day event that included teams from all over 

the South East of England.  The purpose of the competition is to test and identify the top three teams in five 

disciplines, being drill, RAF knowledge, shooting, air recognition, and first aid.  Drill is the most keenly 

contested and probably the most difficult. The Skinners’ team came third in drill, and fifth overall in the 

whole of the South East including London, an outstanding achievement, given that our team trained for only 

five weeks, whereas other competitors will have been in training since September.  The cadets' behaviour 

was exemplary throughout, and the highest standards were maintained by everyone.  

 

This has put the Skinners’ RAF Section “on the map”: a case of Ad Astra Ultraque! 

CCF RAF SECTION NEWS 



HEAL Week was held during our first full week back in January and was designed to shake off the cobwebs 
and sluggishness that is often associated with the first week back after Christmas. 
 
An Inter-House Cook-Off, where each House came up with their own unique, healthy breakfast smoothie was 
held on the Tuesday. Judged by Mr Bee and Mr Lawson, the hard-fought contest was won by Nicholson. 
 
Much anticipation awaited the arrival of the bungee run, with numerous boys flocking to the school hall in an 
attempt to cover as much distance down the runway as possible, or to just have a fun, novel lunch time with 
their friends. 
 
The House Fitness Challenge completed the week, with many boys pitting their wits in a variety of 
competitions in the gym, including planking, dead hangs and two minutes of press-ups, squats and rowing. 
Sam Martin-Young and Toby Edwards, representing Atwell and Nicholson respectively, were victorious in the 
Year 7 competition, Dan Record reigned supreme in the Year 8 contest for Knott, Year 9 was won by Dan 
Fidler for Atwell and Will Humphries took the Senior Challenge for Knott. 
 
It was great to see so many people taking part and getting into the spirit of HEAL Week. Congratulations to all 
those who were involved! 



CROSS 
COUNTRY  

 

Senior Knole  
Park Run 

Knole Park, Sevenoaks 
5.8 Miles 

13 January 
 

Set in the beautiful surroundings of Knole Park, 
Sevenoaks School hosted the 44th edition of the 
Knole Run. This prestigious run is a gruelling cross 
country race taking in six major hills on a circular 
two lap course. In its 44 years, Skinners’ are eight 
times winners of the team award, albeit mainly in 
the 1980s. 
 
We had six runners for the team which was a full 
scoring team but lucky that Dan Seagrove, who had 
been unwell on the previous two days was going to 
give it a go and Joe Lusardi, who had not run 
through injury, had made it to the start line. 
 
Unfortunately, Joe soon had to pull out meaning that 
we did not have a full team but even so the 
remaining members were determined to fight to the 
end and overall performed extremely well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

8 James Stoney 34.16 

17 Dan Seagrove 35.07 

19 Oscar Hussey 35.16 

31 Matthew Taylor 36.00 

59 Henry Taylor 37.42 

DNF Joe Lusardi 
 
  

Pictured right is the Skinners’ team that took part in 
the King Henry VII relays in Coventry.  Skinners’ 
had not  competed in this event for 32 years 
(though we still hold the course record) and in a 
good race we were placed 5th.  James Puxty, Dan 
Seagrove and Oscar Hussey were running in their 
last cross country race for the school and were ably 
assisted by James Stoney in Year 12 and Matthew 
and Henry Taylor in Year 9. 

King Henry VII relays, 
Coventry, 7th February 



  

To keep up with Skinners’ sports news 
please follow our Twitter feed - 

@skinnerssport 
 

BADMINTON 
SUCCESS 

 
 

A  team of two Year 9 Skinners’ boys, 
Matthew Whittaker & Elliott Shah, 
pictured left,  took part at the Mid 

Sussex Junior Badminton Tournament 
in late January.   

 
In a hard won final the boys won the 
Under 14s Plate Trophy. Both boys 

are members of St John’s Badminton 
Club and fought to a 21-19 win in 

their U14 age category. 

 
 

On Saturday 13th January, Skinners’ 
U13 Table Tennis Team travelled to 

London to compete, as Kent 
champions, in the zone finals. There 
they met the winners from the home 
counties.   They won their first three 
matches which put them at the top of 
their group.  Before they drew with  

Westgate School in the semi-final.  The 
winner, decided on count back was 

Westgate School. 
 

Nevertheless, huge congratulations to 
all the boys who played so well, 

demonstrating both their fierce desire 
to win balanced with typical Skinners’ 
sportsmanship. This was most evident 

in their support of each other and 
graciousness in the defeat as well as 

victory. They should be very proud of 
their performance.  

 
Team:  Noah Featherstone-Csillag, 
Eddie Gillhouley, Dan Record, Ben 

Forrester 
 
 

U13 SKINNERS’  
TABLE TENNIS  
ZONE 7 FINALS 

DAY 



Congratulations to Nathan Blaker and Tom Moffat for winning trophies for being 
outstanding CCF cadets.  Tom is holding the Jose Beddoe Cup, presented to a Senior 
Cadet NCO who has played an outstanding role in the leadership of the contingent.  
Nathan is holding the Royal British Legion Cup, presented to the Senior Company 
cadet who performs best in the tests that make up the Army Proficiency Certificate. 
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GCSE ART 
STUDENTS 

VISIT 
LONDON 

Over a weekend in January Year 11 
GCSE students, accompanied by 
Messrs Hillier and Moore, took in 
the creative and cultural highlights 
of London. They visited the Royal 
Academy of Arts From Life 
exhibition, encountering the 
different ways artists have 
responded to the seen world. This 
also included a virtual reality 
experience, which was an 
interesting fusion of the traditional 
and digital Art world. Later they 
visited the National Gallery, thus 
opening up the historical context of 
Art for their current exam work. 
There were also contrasting visits to 
the V&A Museum, the White Cube 
Gallery and the Whitechapel 
Gallery. A chance encounter with 
Gilbert and George at the White 
Cube led to some controversial but 
sound advice to young artists… 
‘stuff your teachers’ (or words to 
that effect!).  

London Lumiere lit up the Southbank on 
the Saturday evening and a brief night 
photographic walking tour took place. 
Through Sunday morning heavy drizzle 
students took to the streets once more to 
record The City architecture. Keening their 
lenses to the sky, they photographed the 
old and new to explore their exam theme 
Fragments. Rounding off the day was 
Basquiat’s exhibition at the Barbican and a 
visit to the British Museum. The boys’ 
behaviour was excellent, which was also 
commented on by members of the public 
during the weekend. Another great Art trip. 

 



ARTiculation, the national public speaking competition, 
which encourages young people to look, think and speak 
about art, held its Regional Final at Folkestone 
Quarterhouse at the end of January. 
  
After winning the school heat, Will Bone represented 
Skinners’. He spoke with confidence and in depth for 10 
min on Pandemonium by John Martin, explaining its 
influences, links to Milton and Paradise Lost, and how it 
was in essence an attack on the self-serving and morally 
corrupt government of the time.  
 
Whilst Will was not chosen by the adjudicator, practising 
artist Adam Chodzko, to progress to the final in 
Cambridge, he was praised for 'taking the audience on a 
truly excellent and very exciting journey into an artwork', 
commenting on how much he had enjoyed references to 
Bosch and to the Chapman brothers.  
 
 
 

The Articulation Prize will be running again next year for the Year 12 students, so our current Year 11s 
(irrespective of what subjects they choose) should start thinking about what artwork they could speak about 
confidently for 10 minutes. 
 



After a busy few months of gigging and rehearsing, we are getting geared up for our 
headline show at the Forum (our favourite local venue) on 28th February and it’s going 
to be pretty special.  We have written a few new songs and worked on cover versions of 
some other great numbers. We are looking forward to playing them and have already 
got a good crowd coming to see us and the other acts. There are still a few tickets 
available through the Forum website (www.twforum.co.uk) .  Alternatively get them 
direct from the boys in the band or their management.  It will be great to see you all 
there on the 28th! 
 

Alfredo, Sam, Ethan and Ollie - the boys from SHAPE 

LATEST NEWS FROM   




